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PROJECT BRIEF 

CONSERVATION VALUES 

Size: 1,157.38 acres  

Location: Clay & Overton Counties, TN   

Elevation: ~600’ – 1,100’ above mean sea level 

Watersheds: Dry Fork Creek (HUC12- 051301060102) 

The property contains examples of nine natural communities: Montane Cliffs (Calcareous 
Type), Interior Low Plateau Chinquapin Oak-Mixed Oak Forest, Chestnut Oak – Shagbark 
Hickory – Sugar Maple Forest, Floodplain Canebrake, Interior Low Plateau Chinquapin Oak-
Mixed Oak Forest, Montane Cliff (Calcareous Type), Northern Mixed Mesophytic Forest, River 
Birch – Sycamore Small River Floodplain Forest, and White Oak - Mixed Oak Dry-Mesic 
Alkaline Forest.  

In addition to the large size of the property, the majority of the property contains mature forests 
and high quality examples of natural communities, including some rare and uncommon natural 
community types. 

The property contains at least 166 species of vascular plants, including two state listed rare 
species: butternut (State Threatened, State Vulnerable—S3) and Schreber’s aster (State Special 
Concern, State Critically Imperiled—S1) 

The Conservation Area contains suitable habitat for over 9 Greatest Conservation Need species 
identified in the 2015 Tennessee State Wildlife Action Plan, including Wood Thrush, Louisiana 
Waterthrush, Yellow-breasted Chat, Timber Rattlesnake, and Eastern Box Turtle. 

The conservation area contains over 3 miles of streams, which are tributaries to the Cumberland 
River according to the USGS National Hydrography Dataset. Protection of these streams will 
minimize sedimentation into important downstream waterways and contribute to improved 
water quality. 

The Nature Conservancy’s Resilient Sites for Terrestrial Conservation in the Southeast Region 
Assessment (2014) ranked the property as “Above Average” to “Far Above Average” for its 
resilience to climate change, based on the diversity of microhabitats and climatic gradients 
available on the property, and habitat connectivity in the landscape, indicating the Conservation 
Area is a strategic priority for biodiversity conservation in the face of climate change. 

The Tennessee State Wildlife Action Plan (2015) GIS database ranks nearly the entire 
Conservation Area as medium priority or high priority for the conservation of terrestrial, 
downstream aquatic, and nearby karst habitats. 

The property lies within the Standing Stone LFB Terrestrial Conservation Site (a significant 
ecological area prioritized for conservation actions) identified in The Nature Conservancy’s – 
The Interior Low Plateau Ecoregion: A Conservation Plan. 

According to the USGS-Protected Areas Database, the property lies adjacent to the Standing 
Stone State Park (1,042 acres) which lies within 1,000 acres of state forest. Protection of the 
Dry Mill Creek, LLC property will enhance the viability of these adjacent state conservation 
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lands by increasing the overall ecologically effective size of the protected areas, reducing the 
threat of future fragmentation, and protecting water quality. 

In addition to riparian stream corridors and other significant ecological features, the property 
contains Prime Agricultural Soils which will be protected from development and remain 
operable and available for agricultural uses. The property also contains significant forest lands 
which will be protected from development and available for forest management and the 
production of wood products. 
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PROPERTY DESCRIPTION 

(See Exhibit A Below) 

Parcel Maps and Property Data
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PURPOSE AND SUMMARY OF CONSERVATION EASEMENT PROVISIONS 

It is the purpose of this Easement to assure that the Property will be retained forever in 
its current natural, scenic, forested, and/or open land condition and to prevent any use of 
the Property that will impair or interfere with the Conservation Values of the Property, 
subject only to the terms and provisions set forth herein. Grantor intends that this 
Easement will allow the use of the Property for such activities that are not inconsistent 
with the purposes of this Easement, including, without limitation, those involving 
agricultural and forest management, fire management and control, wildlife habitat 
improvement, hiking, and other private recreational uses that are not inconsistent with 
the purposes of this Easement.  

Sections 3 and 4 of the Conservation Easement (CE) document contain the major 
provisions.  The CE is attached herein as Exhibit A.   
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SIGNIFICANCE OF THE PROPERTY 

The Foothills Land Conservancy Corporate Mission 

The Foothills Land Conservancy is a tax-exempt, non-profit land conservation organization. 
Article V, Section 1 of the Foothills Land Conservancy Charter of Incorporation states that its 
purpose and objectives are to “work with public agencies, preservation and conservation-
oriented organizations, property owners, and the interested public to encourage the preservation 
of natural and productive lands which contribute to the unique character and heritage of the 
foothills of the Great Smoky Mountains.  The corporation will work to protect, preserve or 
enhance the land, water, geological, biological, historical, architectural, archeological, cultural 
or scenic resources of the foothills area and productive values of such lands in a manner 
consistent with its purpose and the purposes reflected in Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 
64-9-301 et seq. and in conformance with Section 501c(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.”  
Section 3 further states the Conservancy is “to acquire, through gift, sale or other lawful means, 
interests in real property as necessary and convenient to protect such characteristics, which may 
include but are not limited to agricultural productivity, ecological integrity, historic characters, 
or managed public access.”  This easement meets the purpose of the organization by conserving 
land, watershed, forestry, ecological and historical values. 

 Tennessee Agricultural, Forestry and Open Space Resource Preservation 

Tennessee Code Annotated 67-5-1002 states, “The general assembly finds that: (1) The 
existence of much agricultural, open space and forest lands is threatened by pressure from 
urbanization, scattered residential and commercial development, and the system of property 
taxation … . (2) The preservation of open space in or near urban areas contributes to: (A) The 
use, enjoyment and economic value of surrounding residential, commercial, industrial or public 
lands; (B) The conservation of natural resources, water, air, and wildlife; (C) The planning and 
preservation of and open condition for the general welfare; (D) A relief from the monotony of 
continued urban sprawls; and (E) An opportunity for the study and enjoyment of natural areas 
by urban and suburban resident.”  This conservation easement serves the open space, habitat 
protection, watershed protection, and offset of development pressure needs of the state of 
Tennessee. 

 Tennessee Conservation Easement Act of 1981 

Tennessee Code Annotated 66-0-302 states, “It is the finding of the general assembly that the 
protection of the state’s land, water, geological, biological, historical, architectural, 
archaeological, cultural, and scenic resources is desirable for the purposes of maintaining and 
preserving the state’s natural and cultural heritage, and for assuring the maintenance of the 
state’s natural and social diversity and health, and for encouraging the wise management of 
productive farm and forest land.”  This conservation easement is pursuant to that act. 
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MINUTES OF BOARD MEETING AT WHICH THE EASEMENT WAS 
ACCEPTED 
 (excerpted) 

 
Foothills Land Conservancy (FLC) 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Foothills Land Conservancy  

November 10, 2016, at the offices of FLC, 373 Ellis Ave., Maryville, TN 37804 

Notice of the November 10, 2016 meeting, agenda, and the October 2016 minutes were 
distributed a week prior to the meeting. The financials were sent on November 7, 2016. The 
following members were in attendance at the November 10, 2016 meeting: Madge Cleveland, 
Wes James, Mark King, David Long, Stan Malone, Billy Minser, Mike Parish, Steve Polte, 
John Proffitt, Sara Rose, Susanna Sutherland and David Zandstra. Non-voting Recording 
Secretary, Mark Jendrek was in attendance. Not in attendance were Dan Barnett, Jenny Hines, 
Craig Jarvis, and Ken Rueter.  The members in attendance during the meeting’s discussion and 
voting constituted a quorum. FLC staff members, Bill Clabough, Meredith Clebsch, Elise 
Eustace and Tom Howe were present.   

Call to Order 

President, Madge Cleveland, called the meeting to order at 6:00pm. 

Approval of the Minutes 

Minutes from the October 2016 Board meeting were sent out to FLC Board Members a week 
prior to the November 2016 meeting. Sara Rose made a motion to approve the October 2016 
minutes and David Zandstra seconded the motion. The vote for approval of the minutes was 
unanimous.  

Committee Reports     

Land Protection Committee    

Regarding the Harper Branch CE property, Mike Parish explained that Land Protection was 
asked to consider letting the property owner cut pine trees on his property that were 
compromised due to a pine bark beetle infestation. Some of the trees included were pines within 
the stream buffer. The landowner provided FLC with locations and photos of infested trees. The 
sub-committee of the land protection committee met and decided due to the infestation that it 
was in the best interest of the property owner and the conservation easement to allow the trees 
to be cut. Reasons cited included the potential for the beetles to spread, the ongoing drought, 
and the pine beetle’s presence on some adjacent properties. The Land Protection also discussed 
the issue and whether it fit within some of the provisions of the CE agreement as the cutting 
would include areas within 200 feet of a protected area.  Mark Jendrek reviewed the language 
within the CE and advised the committee that there was room in the existing CE to allow the 
cutting, even in a sensitive natural area. The land protection committee voted to approve the tree 
cutting under the guidelines listed within the Harvest Plan prepared by forester, Keith Moss, for 
Harper Branch. John Proffitt seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.  
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Bill Clabough also reviewed with the Board some of the standard language included in FLC’s 
conservation easement documents that pertain to prohibited uses and reserved rights. Bill said 
that Meredith would then highlight any considerations outside of this standard language for the 
Board during the pre-approval and final approval of the meeting’s potential CE projects. 

Meredith Clebsch reviewed a PowerPoint of 5 potential conservation easements for the Board’s 
pre-approval during the Board Meeting. Clebsch also provided information about the following 
projects for pre-approval via email to the Board prior to the meeting. These projects include:   

(excerpted) 

Meredith Clebsch then reviewed a PowerPoint of 14 potential conservation easements for the 
Board’s final approval, if offered by the donor, during the Board Meeting. Clebsch also 
provided information about the following projects for final approval via email to the Board prior 
to the meeting. These projects include:   

(excerpted) 

 

The Land Protection made the motion to the Board’s pre-approval and final approval, if offered 
by the donor, of the properties and it was seconded by Sara Rose. David Long recused himself 
from voting. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

 
  

Approval Project Acreage County State House sites Scenic Nat Res Open Space Agric

FINAL Dry Mill Creek 1,157.38 Clay/Overton TN 2, 2ac x x x x
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RECITALS  
from DRY MILL CREEK, LLC CONSERVATION EASEMENT 

 (any reference to “Exhibits” in this section refers to the CE document) 
(from CE current as of 12-17) 

 
WHEREAS, Grantor is the owner in fee simple of real property containing 

approximately 1,157.38 acres located in Overton County, Tennessee and Clay 
County, Tennessee, respectively, more particularly described in Exhibit "A" 
attached hereto and incorporated herein by this reference (the "Property") and 
depicted on the survey drawings attached hereto as Exhibit “B” over which Grantor 
wishes to grant Grantee a conservation easement; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Property contributes to the ecological viability of the area 
in the vicinity of the Dry Creek and Standing Stone State Park (collectively, the 
“Wildlife Areas”); and  

 
WHEREAS, the Property is adjacent to Standing Stone State Park, which 

lies within 1,000 acres of state forest, and the preservation of the Property thus 
contributes to the viability of these adjacent state conservation lands by increasing 
the overall ecologically effective size of the protected areas, reducing the threat of 
future fragmentation, and protecting water quality; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Property lies within the Standing Stone LFB Terrestrial 

Conservation Site, a significant ecological area prioritized for conservation actions,  
identified in The Nature Conservancy’s – The Interior Low Plateau Ecoregion: A 
Conservation Plan; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Property contains over three (3) miles of streams, which are 

tributaries to the Cumberland River according to the USGS National Hydrography 
Dataset, and is a headwaters area for the Cumberland River, and protection of the 
Property and said water features will minimize sedimentation into important 
downstream waterways and contribute to improved water quality; and   

 
WHEREAS, the majority of the Property contains mature forests and high 

quality examples of natural communities, including some rare and uncommon 
natural community types; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Property contains, in addition to riparian stream corridors 

and other significant ecological features, Prime Agricultural Soils which will be  
protected from development and remain operable and available for agricultural uses 
as well as significant forest lands which will be protected from development and 
remain available for forest management and the production of wood products; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Property was ranked in The Nature Conservancy’s Resilient 

Sites for Terrestrial Conservation in the Southeast Region Assessment (2014)  as 
“Above Average” to “Far Above Average” for its resilience to climate change 
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based on the diversity of microhabitats and climatic gradients available on the 
Property, and habitat connectivity in the landscape, which indicates that the 
Property is a strategic priority for biodiversity conservation in the face of climate 
change; and   

 
WHEREAS, the majority of the Property was ranked in the Tennessee State 

Wildlife Action Plan (2015) GIS database as medium priority or high priority for 
the conservation of terrestrial, downstream aquatic, and nearby karst habitats; and  

 
WHEREAS, protection of the Property increases the acreage of conserved 

lands in Overton County, Tennessee and Clay County, Tennessee generally and 
thus helps maintain landscape connectivity in the region, supports continuity of 
habitat corridors between the Property and other open space lands in the region and 
minimizes habitat degradation, which furthers the protection efforts outlined in the 
Wildlife Conservation Strategy developed in the State Wildlife Action Plan 
promulgated by the Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency; and  

 
 WHEREAS,  the Property includes a variety of habitats, and multiple habitat 
types on the Property, abundant water sources and vast contiguous forested areas 
offer generous natural resources for many plant species plus resident and migratory 
wildlife and fish species; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Property contains suitable habitat for over nine (9) Greatest 
Conservation Need species identified in the 2015 Tennessee State Wildlife Action 
Plan, including the Wood Thrush, Louisiana Waterthrush, Yellow-breasted Chat, 
Timber Rattlesnake and Eastern Box Turtle; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Property contains examples of nine (9) natural communities: 
Montane Cliffs (Calcareous Type), Interior Low Plateau Chinquapin Oak-Mixed Oak 
Forest, Chestnut Oak – Shagbark Hickory – Sugar Maple Forest, Floodplain Canebrake, 
Interior Low Plateau Chinquapin Oak-Mixed Oak Forest, Montane Cliff (Calcareous 
Type), Northern Mixed Mesophytic Forest, River Birch – Sycamore Small River 
Floodplain Forest, and White Oak - Mixed Oak Dry-Mesic Alkaline Forest; and  
 
 WHEREAS, eighty percent (80%) of the Property is in good quality in terms 
of natural communities, and two (2) large Montane Cliffs (Calcareous Type, G3) are 
of excellent quality; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Property’s diversity of habitats, relative proximity to known 
recorded occurrences of rare and uncommon species (including twelve (12) rare 
species which occur within five (5) miles of the Property according to the Natural 
Heritage Inventory Program and sixteen (16) rare species which occur within the 
Hilham USGS Quad in which the Property is located), and quality natural 
communities create the potential for the occurrence of rare, threatened and 
uncommon animal, fish and plant species located in Overton County, Tennessee and 
Clay County, Tennessee; and  
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WHEREAS, the Property is significant botanically and contains at least one 

hundred sixty-six (166) species of vascular plants, including two (2) state listed rare 
species, the Butternut (State Threatened, State Vulnerable—S3) and Schreber’s aster 
(State Special Concern, State Critically Imperiled—S1); and 

 
WHEREAS, Grantor certifies that the Property possesses ecological, natural, 

forested, open land, and wildlife and fish habitat values (collectively, "Conservation 
Values") of great importance to Grantor, the people and visitors of Overton County, 
Tennessee and Clay County, Tennessee and the people and visitors of the State of 
Tennessee and which further contributes to the national goals to conserve scenery 
and wildlife for the enjoyment of future generations; and  
 

WHEREAS, Grantor certifies that the Property possesses ecological, natural, 
agricultural, forested and other Conservation Values in its present state as a large 
natural area; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Property remains undeveloped and is contiguous with larger 
tracts of both forested and agricultural lands and its preservation is desirable for 
aesthetic, silvicultural, agricultural, and ecological reasons; and  
 

WHEREAS, the areas around and in the vicinity of the Wildlife Areas in 
middle Tennessee, around and in the vicinity of Overton County, Tennessee and 
Clay County, Tennessee and regionally around the metropolitan area of Cookeville, 
Tennessee are rapidly developing regions, and large tracts of natural lands are 
immediately threatened with residential, commercial and industrial development; 
and  
 

WHEREAS, the specific Conservation Values of the Property are further 
documented in an inventory of relevant features of the Property, dated as of 
_____________, 2016, on file at the offices of Grantee ("Baseline 
Documentation"), which consists of reports, maps, photographs, and other 
documentation that the Grantor certifies and the parties agree provide, collectively, 
an accurate representation of the Property at the time of this grant, and which is 
intended to serve as an objective, though nonexclusive, information baseline for 
monitoring compliance with the terms of this grant; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Conservation Values are of great importance to the Grantor, 

to the Grantee and to the people of Tennessee and this nation; and 
 

WHEREAS, Grantor intends that all other Conservation Values of the 
Property also be preserved and maintained by prohibiting those land uses on the 
Property that impair or interfere with them; and 
 

WHEREAS, Grantor further intends, as the owner of the Property, to convey 
to Grantee the right to preserve and protect the Conservation Values of the Property 
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in perpetuity; and 
 

WHEREAS, Grantee is a publicly supported, tax-exempt nonprofit 
organization and is a “qualified organization” under Sections 501(c)(3), 
170(b)(1)(A)(vi) and 170(h)(3), respectively, of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, 
as amended, and the regulations promulgated thereunder (the "Code"), an "eligible 
donee" within the meaning of Treasury Regulation Section 1.170A–14(c)(1), whose 
primary purpose is to preserve land, water, air, wildlife, scenic qualities and open 
space by implementing programs for protecting unique or rare natural areas, water 
front, stream corridors and watersheds; and 
 

WHEREAS, Grantee has a commitment to protect the Conservation Values 
of the Property and has the resources to enforce conservation restrictions; and  
 

WHEREAS, preservation of the Property shall serve the following purposes 
(the "Conservation Purposes"): 
 
  (a) Preservation of the Property as a viewshed and open space for 
the scenic enjoyment of the general public, which will yield a significant public 
benefit within the meaning of § 170(h)(4)(A)(iii)(I) of the Code;  
 
  (b) Preservation of the Property provides for the protection of a 
significantly relatively natural habitat of fish, wildlife, plants or similar ecosystems 
within the meaning of § 170(h)(4)(A)(ii) of the Code; and 
 
  (c) Preservation of the Property as open space (including forest 
land which contains mature trees on portions of the Property) where such 
preservation is for the scenic enjoyment to the general public and will yield a 
significant public benefit and where such preservation is pursuant to a clearly 
delineated Federal, State or local government conservation policy which provides 
significant public benefit within the meaning of § 170(h)(4)(A)(iii)(II) of the Code 
and this Easement will benefit the public by preserving valuable forest resources in the 
State of Tennessee; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this Easement constitutes a "qualified real property interest" as 
established in § 170(h)(2)(C) of the Code; and 
 

WHEREAS, Grantor and Grantee desire to perpetually conserve the natural, 
scientific, educational, open space and scenic resources of the Property to 
accomplish the Conservation Purposes and will work together to fulfill the 
Conservation Purposes; and 
 

WHEREAS, Grantor intends to grant the easement and impose the restrictive 
covenants on the Property as set forth in this Easement to accomplish the 
Conservation Purposes. 
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LEGAL CONDITION 

 

DEED OF CONSERVATION EASEMENT WITH PROPERTY DESCRIPTION 

(See Exhibit A)   

(Copies will reside in the files of the Donor, the Donee, and the Clay & Overton 
Counties, Tennessee Register of Deeds) 
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CONSERVATION VALUES 

The conservation values that make the DRY MILL CREEK, LLC property unique are 
described below and are detailed in the recitals (the “Whereas” statements) in the 
Conservation Easement.  
 
Field data was gathered during site visits by Christopher Wilson on November 4, 2016, 
and by Lloyd Raleigh on October 20, 2016. 
 
 
NATURAL HABITAT 
 
Conservation Context – Adjacency and proximity to other conservation properties 
enhances the conservation value of a site by minimizing fragmentation and the 
influence of negative edge-effects, increasing the effective size of protected habitat, and 
promoting ecological connectivity.  

 According to the USGS-Protected Areas Database, the property lies adjacent to 
the Standing Stone Sate Park (1,042 acres) which lies within 1,000 acres of state 
forest. Protection of the Dry Mill Creek, LLC property will enhance the viability 
of the adjacent state conservation lands. 

Resilient Sites for Terrestrial Conservation in the Southeast Region Assessment - The 
Nature Conservancy - Climate change is altering species distributions in unpredictable 
ways, and conservationists require a way to prioritize strategic land conservation that 
will conserve the maximum amount of biological diversity despite changing distribution 
patterns. The Resilient Sites for Terrestrial Conservation GIS data layer identifies key 
areas for conservation based on land characteristics that increase diversity and 
resilience. The term “site resilience” refers to the capacity of a site to adapt to climate 
change while still maintaining diversity and ecological function. For more information, 
see:  Anderson, M.G., A. Barnett, M. Clark, C. Ferree, A. Olivero Sheldon, and J. 
Prince. 2014. Resilient Sites for Terrestrial Conservation in the Southeast Region. The 
Nature Conservancy, Eastern Conservation Science, 127 pp. 
 
The Resilient Sites for Terrestrial Conservation GIS data layer was used to assess site 
resilience of the Property. This layer contains site resilience scores for 30m x 30m grid-
cells across the Southeast that are based on three primary characteristics: geophysical 
representation (underlying geology, soils, and elevation), landscape complexity (local 
diversity of landforms), and landscape permeability (local connectivity). Site resilience 
scores are classified on a scale between “Far below average” to “Far above average”.  
 

 The property is ranked as “Above Average” to “Far Above Average” for its 
resilience to climate change, based on the diversity of microhabitats and climatic 
gradients available on the property, and habitat connectivity in the landscape, 
indicating the Conservation Area is a strategic priority for biodiversity 
conservation in the face of climate change. 
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TN State Wildlife Action Plan- TN Wildlife Resources Agency - In order to receive 
funds through the Wildlife Conservation and Restoration Program and the State 
Wildlife Grants Program, Congress charged each state and territory with developing a 
wildlife action plan. These proactive plans, known technically as “comprehensive 
wildlife conservation strategies,” assess the health of each state’s wildlife and habitats, 
identify the problems they face, and outline the actions that are needed to conserve them 
over the long term. State Wildlife Action Plans outline the steps that are needed to 
conserve wildlife and habitat before they become too rare or costly to restore. The TN 
SWAP identifies a list of species of Greatest Conservation Need (GCN) that serve as 
targets for conservation actions, as well as a GIS database illustrating priority areas for 
conservation that will ultimately contribute to the conservation of a variety of GCN 
species. 
 

 The Tennessee State Wildlife Action Plan (2015) GIS database ranks nearly the 
entire property as medium or high priority for the conservation of terrestrial, 
downstream aquatic, and nearby karst habitats. 

 Based on field surveys by Chris Wilson, the property contains suitable habitat 
for over 9 Greatest Conservation Need species identified in the 2015 Tennessee 
State Wildlife Action Plan, including Wood Thrush, Louisiana Waterthrush, 
Yellow-breasted Chat, Timber Rattlesnake, and Eastern Box Turtle. 

 
Potential TN SWAP Species of Greatest Conservation Need for the property based on 

habitat observations by Chris Wilson 
Taxa 

Group Common Name Scientific Name Global 
Rank 

State 
Rank Federal State 

Status 
Amphibian Four-toed Salamander Hemidactylium scutatum G5 S3  D 
Amphibian Green Salamander Aneides aeneus G3G4 S3S4   
Bat Northern Myotis Myotis septentrionalis G4 S4 LT  
Bat Rafinesque's Big-eared 

Bat 
Corynorhinus rafinesquii G3G4 S3  D 

Bat Tri-colored Bat Perimyotis subflavus G5 S5   
Bird Blue-winged Warbler Vermivora cyanoptera G5 S4   
Bird Cerulean Warbler Setophaga cerulea G4 S3B  D 
Bird Chimney Swift Chaetura pelagica G5 S5   
Bird Chuck-will's-widow Caprimulgus carolinensis G5 S3S4   
Bird Kentucky Warbler Geothlypis formosa G5 S4   
Bird Louisiana Waterthrush Parkesia motacilla G5 S4   
Bird Northern Bobwhite Colinus virginianus G5 S2S3 (PS)  
Bird Prairie Warbler Setophaga discolor G5 S3S4   
Bird Whip-poor-will Caprimulgus vociferus G5 S3S4   
Bird Wood Thrush Hylocichla mustelina G5 S4   
Bird Worm-eating Warbler Helmitheros vermivorum G5 S4   
Bird Yellow-breasted Chat Icteria virens G5 S4   
Bird Yellow-throated 

Warbler 
Setophaga dominica G5 S4   

Mammal Allegheny Woodrat Neotoma magister G3G4 S3  D 
Reptile Eastern Box Turtle Terrapene carolina G5 S4   
Reptile Timber Rattlesnake Crotalus horridus G4 S4   
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Ecoregional Assessments - The Nature Conservancy - Ecoregional Assessments are a 
method by which The Nature Conservancy establishes priorities for conservation 
actions. This process evaluates large geographic areas delineated by climate, geology, 
and physiography, for their characteristic biodiversity patterns. The resulting plan 
identifies viable populations of rare species and the best example of characteristic 
natural communities, providing a regional blueprint for conservation success. 
Ecoregions provide an ecological framework, as opposed to political boundaries, for 
understanding and conserving biodiversity across a full range of environmental 
gradients. TNC currently identifies 67 terrestrial ecoregions in the conterminous U.S., 
nine of which fall into the Eastern Division. A Conservation Portfolio is a set of sites 
that collectively represent the best examples of the species and habitats that characterize 
the ecoregion.   
 

 The Conservation Area lies within the Standing Stone LFB Terrestrial 
Conservation Site (a significant ecological area prioritized for conservation 
actions) identified in The Nature Conservancy’s – The Interior Low Plateau 
Ecoregion: A Conservation Plan.  

 
TN Natural Heritage Program Database – TN Department of Environment & 
Conservation - The Natural Heritage Inventory Program maintains a Geographic 
Information Systems (GIS) database which contains information on the distribution and 
ecology of rare plants, animals, and ecological communities across Tennessee. The 
Natural Heritage database was queried for records on the property. Rare species and 
natural communities occurring near the property have potential to occur on the property 
itself, can be used for targets during field surveys, and may benefit from the protection 
of the property. Thus, the database was also queried for rare species and natural 
communities within the USGS Quad containing the property. 
 

 12 rare species occur with 5 miles of the property. 
 16 rare species occur within the Hilham USGS Quad, in which the property is 

located.  
 

See Flora and Fauna Reports (below) table of Natural Heritage Database results 
 

On-site Botanical & Natural Community Inventories – were conducted by Lloyd 
Raleigh on October 20, 2016. His primary findings were: 

 The property contains examples of nine natural communities: Montane Cliffs 
(Calcareous Type), Interior Low Plateau Chinquapin Oak-Mixed Oak Forest, 
Chestnut Oak – Shagbark Hickory – Sugar Maple Forest, Floodplain Canebrake, 
Interior Low Plateau Chinquapin Oak-Mixed Oak Forest, Montane Cliff 
(Calcareous Type), Northern Mixed Mesophytic Forest, River Birch – Sycamore 
Small River Floodplain Forest, and White Oak - Mixed Oak Dry-Mesic Alkaline 
Forest. 

 The property contains at least 166 species of vascular plants, including two state 
listed rare species: butternut (State Threatened, State Vulnerable—S3) and 
Schreber’s aster (State Special Concern, State Critically Imperiled—S1). 
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Dry Mill Creek is significant botanically and additional surveys will likely add new 
findings.  At least 166 species of vascular plants occur at Dry Mill Creek including two 
rare species—Schreber’s aster and butternut. Nine natural community types occur 
onsite including three globally rare community types. Most significant is that 80 percent 
of the tract is in good quality in terms of natural communities. Two large Montane 
Cliffs (Calcareous Type, G3) are of excellent quality. 

The Floodplain Canebrake (G2) occurs only as remnant patches much less than one 
acre—too small to officially count as a good quality community (ranked D or poor for 
quality), but noted with the possibility of restoration. Nevertheless, the abundant 
presence of cane surrounding the floodplain pastures indicates this type once occurred 
onsite.   

The Interior Low Plateau Chinquapin Oak-Mixed Oak Forest occurs throughout the 
tract on dry, rocky ridges. This G3 community is of good quality onsite. 

Two state listed rare species occur at Dry Mill Creek: butternut (State Threatened, State 
Vulnerable—S3) and Schreber’s aster (State Special Concern, State Critically 
Imperiled—S1).  Both were found in only one location, though other occurrences are 
presumed. 

Dry Mill Creek is positioned on the Eastern Highland Rim ecoregion about a mile from 
the Outer Nashville Basin ecoregion. In essence, these ecoregions are blurred at this 
site, as the geology and topography are similar. In addition, this site has Cumberland 
Mountain affinities, being just thirteen miles from the Cumberland Plateau Escarpment 
ecoregion.   

The pastures, covering over 70 acres of alluvial soils, provide excellent forage for 
grazing animals and are significant conservation features in their own right.   

Dry Mill Creek is a headwaters area for the Cumberland River. 

The topography of Dry Mill Creek is typical of the Eastern Highland Rim area around 
the Cumberland River, with steep ravines and deeply-incised valleys with flat alluvial 
bottoms. Ridge tops are typically broad and plateau-like in places. Bedrock includes 
limestone, shale, sandstone, and chert. 

Successional forests cover less than five percent of the tract, typically old field areas 
surrounding the current pasture lands. These areas are in a variety of conditions and 
often contain high amounts of invasive species such as Chinese privet and Nepalese 
browntop. 
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Natural Community Descriptions 

Chestnut Oak – Shagbark Hickory – Sugar Maple Forest (G4 – Globally Secure) 

Quercus prinus - Carya ovata - Quercus rubra / Acer saccharum Forest (CEGL007268) 

Condition Rank:  C (Fair) to B (Good) 

Successional Stage: Late to Mature 

This forest type occurs in the higher elevations of the tract, where flat plateau of 
sorts occur, and also on some north-facing slopes. These areas are dominated by 
chestnut oak, with white oak, sugar maple, shagbark hickory, mockernut 
hickory, American beech, tulip poplar, and black gum as additional species.  
Sugar maple can be abundant. In addition, southern sugar maple is often a 
common understory tree along with winged elm, redbud, slippery elm, pawpaw, 
cucumber magnolia, sassafras, and hophornbeam. Notably, this is the only 
community type with red maple present in the overstory.   

The canopy, averaging 14 inches in areas of good habitat, contains trees up to 30 
inches in diameter. Many of these areas are two-aged stands, reflective of 
previous logging. In areas of fair condition, logging roads are apparent 
throughout the forest. This community type grades into the other two oak forest 
communities on the fringes of the plateau and upper slopes and mesophytic 
communities on north-facing mesic slopes. 

Shrubs and vines are sparse and include common round-leaf greenbrier, cat 
greenbrier, crossvine, grapes, and spicebush. Herbs and graminoids are sparse 
and low in diversity, with leaf litter covering most of the forest floor underneath 
the dense canopy. They include northern shorthusk, Bosc’s panic-grass, broad 
beech fern, Christmas fern, and maidenhair fern.   

Floodplain Canebrake (G2 – Globally Imperiled) 

Arundinaria gigantea ssp. gigantea Shrubland (CEGL003836) 

Condtion Rank: D 

Successional Stage: Early 

In several places, river cane occurs in dense patches, approaching 100 percent 
cover. These areas are typically small and border the pasture areas, so they are 
either considered clonal patches of river cane or, in two cases, poor (D-rank) 
quality versions of a floodplain canebrake. These areas were substantially larger 
than the other patches. Size is the limiting factor in determining quality of this 
natural community type. Historically, the floodplain canebrake likely existed 
throughout the alluvial floodplain soils within this tract. River cane typically 
occurs as a low plant diversity natural community. Nevertheless, its habitat 
provides for endemic species of animals such as rare cane-feeding moths and the 
canebrake rattlesnake. 
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Interior Low Plateau Chinquapin Oak-Mixed Oak Forest (G3 – Globally 
Vulnerable) 

Quercus muehlenbergii - Quercus (falcata, shumardii, stellata) / Cercis canadensis / 
Viburnum rufidulum Forest (CEGL007699) 

Condition Rank: B (Good) 

Successional Stage: Mature 

This community type occurs on dry, rocky upper ridges with southerly aspects.  
Boulders and small outcrops occur within this community type. Soils are 
nutrient rich and include limestone, shale, and chert. Fire plays an important role 
in this community type, and charcoal occurs on woody debris as evidence of its 
occurrence. The stunted, 40-foot canopy is open and includes chinquapin oak 
combined with post oak. Eastern red cedar is also an important part of this 
natural community. Though cedar is not included in the scientific name of the 
community type (see name above), NatureServe chose to include mixed oak-
cedar natural communities within this type. As such, these areas also tend to 
have an affinity for the Post-Oak - Eastern Red Cedar / Winged Elm- (American 
Smoketree) Woodland (CEGL004583) found in the Cumberland Escarpment.  
This affinity portrays the diverse nature of barrens communities within less-
studied parts of Tennessee.  

Other trees indicate the dry, rich nature of the natural community and include 
northern hackberry, winged elm, southern sugar maple, chestnut oak, pignut 
hickory, northern red oak, redbud, hophornbeam, black locust, blue ash, and a 
hawthorn. Average tree diameters in this habitat are approximately nine inches, 
though trees are likely much older than expected due to dry conditions.   

Condition is ranked as B for this community type, largely due to the good 
quality of species composition and diversity.  The shrub layer is sparse, with 
black huckleberry, rusty black haw, Cumberland mock orange, sparkleberry, and 
bushy St. Johnswort.    Crossvine occurs here as well. Grasses such as little 
bluestem, Bosc’s panic-grass, and poverty oat-grass are mixed with a variety of 
clonal sedges (no seed so unidentifiable at this time).  Herbs include Short’s 
aster, late purple aster, hog peanut, Allegheny spurge, tuberous stoneseed, 
upland boneset, greater tickseed, purple false foxglove, and nodding onion. 

Montane Cliff (Calcareous Type, G3 – Globally Vulnerable) 

Asplenium ruta-muraria - Pellaea atropurpurea Sparse Vegetation (CEGL004476) 

Condition Rank:  B (Good) to A (Excellent) 

Successional Stage: N/A   

At least nine examples (one point feature, eight polygon features) of montane 
cliff occur on the tract.  In addition to these larger cliffs, there are many 
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examples of rock outcrops. The cut-off point between outcrops and cliffs is 
typically 30 feet in height, with cliffs allowing light to penetrate and outcrops 
typically occurring under canopy cover. 

Cliffs are typically sparse in terms of vegetation. Where vegetation exits, it 
occurs in fissures and thin soil mats on ledges. Species include eastern red cedar, 
broadleaf woodoats, aromatic aster, jumpseed, clearweed, whiteflower leafcup, 
and largestem alumroot.  

Most of the cliffs are B-ranked natural communities, though in two cases, 
excellent examples occur. These areas are the largest cliffs and occur as terraced 
complexes mixed with mesophytic forest.  In this area, the Right Fork Creek 
occurs within a 350 foot gorge, flanked on both sides by these A-ranked cliffs. 

Northern Mixed Mesophytic Forest (G4 – Globally Secure) 

Liriodendron tulipifera - Tilia americana var. heterophylla - Aesculus flava - Acer 
saccharum / (Magnolia tripetala) Forest (CEGL005222) 

Condition Rank:  B (Good) 

Successional Stage: Mature 

This community type is on the western edge of its range, with a Cumberland-
Appalachian Mountain affinity. On steep north-facing toe-slopes and within 
steep ravines or bottoms, this community type includes a diversity of tree 
species including tulip poplar, white ash, sugar maple, southern sugar maple, 
black cherry, northern hackberry, chinquapin oak, white oak, shagbark hickory, 
mockernut hickory, American beech, and the Threatened Butternut. The tall 
canopy, approaching 90 feet in places, averages 12 inches in diameter, with trees 
up to 28 inches in diameter. Understory trees include red mulberry, umbrella 
magnolia, pawpaw, ironwood, hophornbeam, blue ash, and slippery elm. Shrubs 
include bladdernut, wild hydrangea, strawberry bush, Eastern wahoo, spicebush, 
and sparse river cane.  

Herbs and graminoids are exceptionally diverse: Allegheny spurge, wood nettle, 
Canada waterleaf, woodland stonecrop, walking fern, zig-zag goldenrod, sharp-
lobed hepatica, doll’s eyes, broadleaf sedge, southern bladder fern, perfoliate-
leaved bellwort, wild ginger, licorice bedstraw, tall rattlesnake root, dwarf 
crested iris, southern shorthusk, zigzag spiderwort, maidenhair fern, white 
snakeroot, sweet cicely, whiteflower leafcup, and celadine-poppy. Many more 
spring ephemeral species likely occur in this community. 

 

River Birch – Sycamore Small River Floodplain Forest (G5 – Globally 
Demonstrably Secure) 

Betula nigra - Platanus occidentalis / Alnus serrulata / Boehmeria cylindrica Forest 
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(CEGL007312) 

Condition Rank:  Successional (C- and D-ranked) to B (Good) 

Successional Stage: Mature 

This floodplain forest, along with the floodplain canebrake, would have 
dominated the entire alluvial area along Right Fork Creek. Much of this area is 
currently pasture, though successional areas are reverting to this natural 
community type, and small pockets of good quality habitat occurs. In these 
areas, invasive species such as kudzu, Japanese barberry, Chinese privet, 
Nepalese browntop, and multiflora rose occur. Kudzu only occurs in several 
small patches, but Nepalese browntop is often abundant and stifling herb species 
diversity. 

Canopy trees include sycamore, river birch, slippery elm, black walnut, northern 
hackberry, eastern cottonwood, and box-elder.  Shrubs and vines include 
spicebush, buckthorn bumelia, Carolina buckthorn, river cane, wild hydrangea, 
crossvine, smooth alder, and trumpet creeper. 

Herbs include zigzag spiderwort, American bluebell, great blue lobelia, 
jumpseed, clearweed, white snakeroot, Carolina elephant’s foot, broadleaf 
woodoats, Joe Pye weed, wingstem, naked-flower tick-trefoil, hog peanut, and 
dwarf crested iris.  False nettle occurs throughout, especially in the dry creek 
bed areas of Right Fork Creek.  Graminoids such as sedges occur throughout 
this natural community. 

White Oak - Mixed Oak Dry-Mesic Alkaline Forest (G4 – Globally Secure) 

Quercus alba - Quercus rubra - Quercus muehlenbergii / Cercis canadensis Forest 
(CEGL002070) 

Condition Rank:  B (Good) 

Successional Stage: Mature 

Often occurring as a transition between mesophytic areas and the dry chinquapin 
oak-mixed oak forest, the dry-mesic alkaline forest contains a good selection of 
species from both those community types and is therefore quite broad in 
character onsite. In general, however, oaks dominate this forest type, with 
eastern red cedar and more mesophytic species playing a small to insignificant 
role in the canopy. These alkaline forests are often quite rocky, especially 
around cliff areas. Oak species include white, northern red, and chinquapin.  
Chinquapin oak is often the dominant tree, indicating the highly alkaline nature 
of the soils. By contrast, chinquapin oak is described as uncommon within this 
type and perhaps not present in some areas, indicating a spatial component.  
Pignut and mockernut hickories also occur here. Other trees include northern 
hackberry, hophornbeam, redbud, and southern sugar maple.  Shrubs and vines 
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include spicebush, hop tree, slippery elm, blue ash, crossvine, Eastern wahoo, 
bladdernut, and strawberry bush.  

Herbs and graminoids are diverse yet not as dense and rich as the mesophytic 
forests: Allegheny spurge, roundleaf ragwort, Short’s aster, climbing milkvine, 
woodland stonecrop, yellow passion-flower, whiteflower leafcup, wild yam, 
Curtis’ goldenrod, walking fern, Canada waterleaf, American alumroot, and 
sedges. At the base of one area was Eastern purple coneflower.    

See Flora and Fauna Reports for a complete plant species list. 

 

Conservation Management Areas -   Special management zones were established on 
the property and are subject to different restrictions under the conservation easement. 
Refer to the language within the conservation easement document for the specific 
restrictions and reserved rights within these zones. In general, Conservation 
Management Area “A” refers to the least restricted areas. Conservation Management 
Area “B” refers to buffer areas surrounding and including specific special features (such 
as streams, special habitat areas, rock outcrops, cliffs, or rare species locations), which 
are defined by a specific distance from the feature, and where uses are more restricted 
(for example, a 100’ buffer on streams). Conservation Management Area “C” refers to 
additional special areas that are delineated based on groupings special features (such as 
those features mentioned above, as well as rare or high quality natural communities, 
critical watersheds, groupings of such features, and additional areas to buffer or provide 
connectivity between features), that will also benefit from enhanced protections under 
the easement. These areas are identified on the Conservation Management Areas Map 
and in GIS shapefiles on file with the Conservancy.  

 Conservation Management Area “B” protects a 100 foot buffer along streams. 
 Conservation Management Area “C” was delineated to capture and provide 

special protections for the rare natural communities on site (those ranked G1- 
G3; Globally Critically Imperiled thru Globally Vulnerable), as well as the 
higher quality natural community occurrences on site (those occurrences ranked 
A – Excellent and B- Good), while still allowing much of the property to be 
used for forestry. 
 

OPEN SPACE 

 Working Forest - The easement restricts development of the property and 
conversion of its forests, while protecting operable stands of forests for timber 
harvest according to Trust approved Forest Management Plan. 

 Agriculture - The property contains Prime Farmland Soils within the valley 
bottom and the easement allows agricultural uses within workable areas of the 
property, subject to Trust approval. 

  



31 
 

GEOLOGY   

According to the USGS Mineral Resources Program, the underlying geology of the 
property is Shale along the valley bottom, and Chert and Clay in the more upland areas.  

 

SOILS 

According to the USDS-NRCS SSURGO database, the following soil types occur on 
the Property: 

MU 
Symbol MU Name Farmland Class 

BaF Barfield-Gladdice-Rock outcrop complex, 20 to 70 percent slopes Not prime farmland 

ChE3 Christian loam, 20 to 40 percent slopes, severely eroded Not prime farmland 

CrC2 Christian loam, 5 to 12 percent slopes, eroded Not prime farmland 

CrD2 Christian loam, 12 to 20 percent slopes, eroded Not prime farmland 

CrE2 Christian loam, 20 to 40 percent slopes, eroded Not prime farmland 

DeF Dellrose and Mimosa soils, 20 to 60 percent slopes Not prime farmland 

FhC Faywood-Hawthorne complex, 5 to 12 percent slopes Not prime farmland 

HhC Hawthorne gravelly silt loam, 5 to 20 percent slopes Not prime farmland 

HhF Hawthorne gravelly silt loam, 20 to 70 percent slopes Not prime farmland 

Oc Ocana gravelly silt loam, occasionally flooded All areas are prime farmland 

 

 

LAND USE INFORMATION & ANTHROPOGENIC FEATURES 

The valley bottom on the north side of Dry Mill Creek is maintained as pasture and was 
presumably used for crop agriculture in the past. There is a system of unpaved farm and 
forest roads providing access to portions of the property. There is an old, dilapidated 
barn structure within the valley bottom in the center of the property. The remainder of 
the property is forested, mostly in mature condition. The property is used for hunting as 
evidenced by hunting stands observed during the site visits.  
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FLORA AND FAUNA REPORTS 
 

TN NATURAL HERITAGE DATABASE REPORT ON LISTED SPECIES 
 

(within the Hilham USGS 7.5’ Quad) 
 

Type Common Name Scientific Name 
Global 
Rank 

State 
Rank 

Fed. 
Status 

State 
Status 

Habitat 

Vascular 
Plant 

American 
Ginseng 

Panax quinquefolius G3G4 S3S4 -- S-CE Rich Woods 

Vascular 
Plant 

Ramps Allium tricoccum G5 S1S2 -- S-CE Rich Woods 

Vertebrate 
Animal 

Allegheny 
Woodrat 

Neotoma magister G3G4 S3 -- D Outcrops, cliffs, talus slopes, 
crevices, sinkholes, caves & karst. 

Vertebrate 
Animal 

Four-toed 
Salamander 

Hemidactylium 
scutatum 

G5 S3 -- D Woodland swamps, shallow 
depressions, & sphagnum mats 
on acidic soils; middle & east 
Tennessee. 

Vertebrate 
Animal 

Barcheek Darter Etheostoma 
obeyense 

G4 S3 -- Rare, 
Not 
State 
Listed 

Small to medium sized, clear 
upland streams; Eastern Highland 
Rim; Cumberland River drainage. 

Invertebrate 
Animal 

A Cave Obligate 
Pseudoscorpion 

Kleptochthonius 
pluto 

G1 S1 -- Rare, 
Not 
State 
Listed 

Terrestrial cave obligate; Eastern 
Highland Rim. 

Vertebrate 
Animal 

Rafinesque's 
Big-eared Bat 

Corynorhinus 
rafinesquii 

G3G4 S3 -- D Caves, hollow trees, abandoned 
buildings; often associated with 
forested areas. 

Invertebrate 
Animal 

Cave Thorn Carychium stygium G3 S2 -- Rare, 
Not 
State 
Listed 

Cave obligate; feeds on cricket 
guano; Highland Rim & 
escarpment of Cumberland 
Plateau. 

Vertebrate 
Animal 

Cerulean 
Warbler 

Dendroica cerulea G4 S3B -- D Mature deciduous forest, 
particularly in floodplains or 
mesic conditions. 

Invertebrate 
Animal 

A Cave Obligate 
Beetle 

Batriasymmodes 
quisnamus 

G3 S3 -- Rare, 
Not 
State 
Listed 

Terrestrial cave obligate; middle 
Tennessee. 

Invertebrate 
Animal 

Striate Gloss Zonitoides 
lateumbilicatus 

G3G4 S2? -- Rare, 
Not 
State 
Listed 

A calciphile; found in leaf litter of 
shady karst woods, ravines; 
sometimes near springs or seeps; 
spotty distribution in 
Cumberlands. 

Vascular 
Plant 

Butternut Juglans cinerea G4 S3 -- T Rich Woods And Hollows 

Vascular 
Plant 

Narrow-leaf 
Ramps 

Allium burdickii G4G5 S1S2 -- T-CE Rich Woods 

Invertebrate 
Animal 

Southeastern 
Cave 
Pseudoscorpion 

Hesperochernes 
mirabilis 

G5 S3 -- Rare, 
Not 
State 
Listed 

Terrestrial cave obligate; woodrat 
debris in caves; middle 
Tennessee. 

Vertebrate 
Animal 

Green 
Salamander 

Aneides aeneus G3G4 S3S4 -- Rare, 
Not 
State 
Listed 

Damp crevices in shaded rock 
outcrops and ledges; beneath 
loose bark and cracks of trees and 
sometimes in/or under logs. 

Vertebrate 
Animal 

Gray Myotis Myotis grisescens G3 S2 LE E Cave obligate year-round; 
frequents forested areas; 
migratory. 
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TN Natural Heritage Program GIS Database Records  
 

(within 5 miles of the property) 

TYPE SCIENTIFIC NAME COMMON NAME 
GLOBAL 

RANK 
ST 

RANK 
FED 

PROTECTION 
ST 

PROTECTION 

Invertebrate Animal Carychium stygium Cave Thorn G3 S2 -- Rare, Not 
State Listed 

Invertebrate Animal Hesperochernes 
mirabilis 

Southeastern Cave 
Pseudoscorpion 

G5 S3 -- Rare, Not 
State Listed 

Invertebrate Animal Zonitoides 
lateumbilicatus 

Striate Gloss G3G4 S2? -- Rare, Not 
State Listed 

Vascular Plant Allium burdickii Narrow-leaf Ramps G4G5 S1S2 -- T-CE 

Vascular Plant Juglans cinerea Butternut G4 S3 -- T 

Vascular Plant Panax quinquefolius American Ginseng G3G4 S3S4 -- S-CE 

Vertebrate Animal Aneides aeneus Green Salamander G3G4 S3S4 -- Rare, Not 
State Listed 

Vertebrate Animal Corynorhinus 
rafinesquii 

Rafinesque's Big-
eared Bat 

G3G4 S3 -- D 

Vertebrate Animal Dendroica cerulea Cerulean Warbler G4 S3B -- D 

Vertebrate Animal Etheostoma 
obeyense 

Barcheek Darter G4 S3 -- Rare, Not 
State Listed 

Vertebrate Animal Hemidactylium 
scutatum 

Four-toed 
Salamander 

G5 S3 -- D 

Vertebrate Animal Neotoma magister Allegheny Woodrat G3G4 S3 -- D 

 

Plant species observed by Lloyd Raleigh during field visit to the DRY MILL 
CREEK, LLC Property 

Common Name Genus Species State Status 
(2012) 

A grape Vitis sp. 
 A hawthorn Crataegus sp. 
 A Sedge Carex sp. 
 Allegheny Blackberry Rubus allegheniensis 
 Allegheny Spurge Pachysandra procumbens 
 American Alumroot Heuchera americana 
 American Beech Fagus grandifolia 
 American Bellflower Campanula americana 
 American Hog Peanut Amphicarpaea bracteata 
 American Hornbeam, Blue 

Beech, Ironwood Carpinus caroliniana 
 American or Wild Plum Prunus americana 
 American Pokeweed Phytolacca americana 
 American Witch-Hazel Hamamelis virginiana 
 Appalachian Mock Orange Philadelphus inodorus 
 Aromatic or Oblong-Leaved 

Aster Symphyotrichum oblongifolium 
 Asiatic Dayflower Commelina communis 
 Autumn Olive Elaeagnus umbellata 
 Beechdrops Epifagus virginiana 
 Black Cherry Prunus serotina 
 Black Gum Nyssa sylvatica 
 Black Huckleberry Gaylussacia baccata 
 Black Locust Robinia pseudoacacia 
 Black or River Birch Betula nigra 
 Black Snakeroot Sanicula sp. 
 Black Walnut Juglans nigra 
 Black-Eyed Susan Rudbeckia hirta 
 Bladdernut, Possum Cods Staphylea trifolia 
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Blue Ash Fraxinus quadrangulata 
 Bosc’s Panic-Grass Dichanthelium boscii 
 Box-Elder Acer negundo 
 Bristly Lady’s-Thumb Persicaria longiseta 
 Broadleaf Sedge Carex platyphylla 
 Broadleaf Woodoats Chasmanthium latifolium 
 Bushy St. Johnswort Hypericum densiflorum 
 Butternut, White Walnut Juglans cinerea Threatened 

Canada Waterleaf Hydrophyllum canadense 
 Canadian Clearweed Pilea pumila 
 Canadian Wild-Ginger Asarum canadense 
 Canadian Wood-Nettle Laportea canadensis 
 Carolina Buckthorn Rhamnus caroliniana 
 Carolina Elephant’s Foot Elephantopus carolinianus 
 Carolina or Soft Thistle Cirsium carolinianum 
 Cat Greenbrier, Sawbrier Smilax glauca 
 Celadine-Poppy Stylophorum diphyllum 
 Chestnut or Mountain Oak Quercus montana 
 Chinese or Sericea Lespedeza Lespedeza cuneata 
 Chinese Privet Ligustrum sinense 
 Chinese Yam Dioscorea polystachya 
 Climbing Milkvine Matelea obliqua 
 Common Christmas Fern Polystichum acrostichoides 
 Common Dandelion Taraxacum officinale 
 Common Milkweed Asclepias syriaca 
 Common or Heartleaf Blue 

Wood-Aster Symphyotrichum cordifolium 
 Common Plantain Plantago major 
 Common Round-Leaved 

Greenbrier Smilax rotundifolia 
 Common Serviceberry Amelanchier arborea 
 Common White Snakeroot Ageratina altissima 
 Crossvine Bignonia capreolata 
 Cucumber-Tree Magnolia acuminata 
 Cumberland Mock Orange Philadelphus hirsutus 
 Curly or Yellow Dock Rumex crispus 
 Deer-Tongue Panic-Grass Dichanthelium clandestinum 
 Dwarf Cinquefoil Potentilla canadensis 
 Dwarf Crested Iris Iris cristata 
 Eastern Cottonwood Populus deltoides 
 Eastern or Canada Hemlock Tsuga canadensis 
 Eastern Purple Coneflower Echinacea purpurea 
 Eastern Red Cedar Juniperus virginiana 
 Eastern Redbud Cercis canadensis 
 Eastern Wahoo Euonymus atropurpureus 
 Ebony Spleenwort Asplenium platyneuron 
 False-Nettle Boehmeria cylindrica 
 Farkleberry, Sparkleberry Vaccinium arboreum 
 Flowering Dogwood Cornus florida 
 Giant or River Cane Arundinaria gigantea 
 Great Blue Lobelia Lobelia siphilitica 
 Greater Tickseed Coreopsis major 
 Green Ash Fraxinus pennsylvanica 
 Hazel or Smooth Alder Alnus serrulata 
 Honey Locust Gleditsia triacanthos 
 Hophornbeam, Ironwood Ostrya virginiana 
 Japanese Barberry Berberis thunbergii 
 Japanese Honeysuckle Lonicera japonica 
 Jumpseed Persicaria virginiana 
 Largestem Alumroot Heuchera villosa 
 Late Goldenrod Solidago altissima 
 Late Purple Aster Symphyotrichum patens 
 Licorice Bedstraw Galium circaezans 
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Little Bluestem Schizachyrium scoparium 
 Longstyle Sweet Cicely Osmorhiza longistylis 
 Lowland or Southern Bladder 

Fern Cystopteris protrusa 
 Mockernut Hickory Carya tomentosa 
 Mountain or Appalachian 

Goldenrod Solidago curtisii 
 Multiflora Rose Rosa multiflora 
 Naked-Flower Tick-Trefoil Desmodium nudiflorum 
 Narrowleaf or English Plantain Plantago lanceolata 
 Nepalese Browntop Microstegium vimineum 
 Nodding Onion Allium cernuum 
 Northern Hackberry Celtis occidentalis 
 Northern Maidenhair Adiantum pedatum 
 Northern Red Oak Quercus rubra 
 Pale Touch-Me-Not Impatiens pallida 
 Pawpaw Asimina triloba 
 Perfoliate-Leaved Bellwort Uvularia perfoliata 
 Pignut Hickory Carya glabra 
 Pointedleaf Tick-Trefoil Desmodium glutinosum 
 Poison Ivy Toxicodendron radicans 
 Post Oak Quercus stellata 
 Poverty Oat-Grass Danthonia spicata 
 Prostrate Tick-Trefoil Desmodium rotundifolium 
 Purple False Foxglove Agalinis purpurea 
 Purple Passion-Flower, Maypops Passiflora incarnata 
 Red Maple Acer rubrum 
 Red Mulberry Morus rubra 
 Roundleaf Ragwort Packera obovata 
 Rusty Black Haw Viburnum rufidulum 
 Sassafras Sassafras albidum 
 Saw Greenbrier Smilax bona-nox 
 

Schreber’s Aster Eurybia schreberi 
Special 
Concern 

Shagbark Hickory Carya ovata 
 Sharp-Lobed Hepatica Anemone acutiloba 
 Short’s Aster Symphyotrichum shortii 
 Slender Goldenrod Solidago erecta 
 Slippery or Red Elm Ulmus rubra 
 Small’s Ragwort Packera anonyma 
 Smooth White Old-Field Aster Symphyotrichum racemosum 
 Southern Buckthorn, Buckthorn 

Bumelia Sideroxylon lycioides 
 Southern Lady Fern Athyrium filix-femina 
 Southern or Broad Beech Fern Phegopteris hexagonoptera 
 Southern Shorthusk Brachyelytrum erectum 
 Southern Sugar Maple Acer saccharum 
 Spicebush Lindera benzoin 
 Staghorn Sumac Rhus typhina 
 Strawberry Bush Euonymus americanus 
 Sugar Maple Acer saccharum 
 Sweet Birch Betula lenta 
 Sweetgum Liquidambar styraciflua 
 Sycamore Platanus occidentalis 
 Tall Hairy Agrimony Agrimonia gryposepala 
 Tall Rattlesnake Root Prenanthes altissima 
 Tree-of-Heaven Ailanthus altissima 
 Trumpet Flower or Creeper Campsis radicans 
 Trumpet or Joe Pye Weed Eutrochium fistulosum 
 Tuberous Stoneseed Lithospermum tuberosum 
 Tulip-Tree, Yellow Poplar Liriodendron tulipifera 
 Umbrella Magnolia Magnolia tripetala 
 Upland Boneset Eupatorium sessilifolium 
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Virginia Creeper Parthenocissus quinquefolia 
 Walking Fern Asplenium rhizophyllum 
 White Baneberry, Doll’s-Eyes Actaea pachypoda 
 White Oak Quercus alba 
 White or American Ash Fraxinus americana 
 White Vervain Verbena urticifolia 
 Whiteflower Leafcup Polymnia canadensis 
 Wild Hydrangea Hydrangea arborescens 
 Wild Quinine Parthenium integrifolium 
 Wild Yam Dioscorea villosa 
 Winged Burning Bush Euonymus alatus 
 Winged Elm Ulmus alata 
 Wingstem Verbesina alternifolia 
 Woodland Stonecrop Sedum ternatum 
 Yellow Chestnut or Chinkapin 

Oak Quercus muehlenbergii 
 Yellow or Sweet Buckeye Aesculus flava 
 Yellow Passion-Flower Passiflora lutea 
 Zig-Zag or Broad-Leaved 

Goldenrod Solidago flexicaulis 
 Zigzag Spiderwort Tradescantia subaspera 
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Wildlife species observed by Chris Wilson during field visit to the DRY MILL 
CREEK Property 

Taxonomic 
Group 

Common Name Scientific Name 
STATE 

STATUS 
FED 

STATUS 
S RANK 

G 
RANK 

Bird American Crow Corvus brachyrhynchos 
  

S5B,S5N G5 

Bird American Goldfinch Spinus tristis 
  

S5B,S5N G5 

Bird American Robin Turdus migratorius 
  

S5B,S5N G5 

Bird Blue Jay Cyanocitta cristata 
  

S5B,S5N G5 

Bird Carolina Chickadee Poecile carolinensis 
  

S5 G5 

Bird Carolina Wren Thryothorus ludovicianus 
  

S5 G5 

Bird Downy Woodpecker Picoides pubescens 
  

S5 G5 

Bird 
Golden-crowned 
Kinglet Regulus satrapa W2,W5 

 
S3S4B,S5N G5 

Bird Hairy Woodpecker Picoides villosus 
  

S4 G5 

Bird Mourning Dove Zenaida macroura 
  

S5B,S5N G5 

Bird Northern Cardinal Cardinalis cardinalis 
  

S5 G5 

Bird Northern Flicker Colaptes auratus 
  

S5B,S5N G5 

Bird Pileated Woodpecker Dryocopus pileatus 
  

S5 G5 

Bird 
Red-bellied 
Woodpecker Melanerpes carolinus 

  
S5 G5 

Bird Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jamaicensis 
  

S5B,S5N G5 

Bird Song Sparrow Melospiza melodia 
  

S5B,S5N G5 

Bird Tufted Titmouse Baeolophus bicolor 
  

S5 G5 

Bird Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura 
  

S5B,S5N G5 

Bird 
White-breasted 
Nuthatch Sitta carolinensis 

  
S5B,S5N G5 

Mammal Coyote Canis latrans 
  

S4 G5 

Mammal Eastern Fox Squirrel Sciurus niger W2 
 

S3 G5 

Mammal White-tailed Deer Odocoileus virginianus 
  

S5 G5 
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL REPORT 
 

TN DIVISION OF ARCHAEOLOGY LETTER ON ARCHAEOLOGY 
DATABASE 
 

 According to a November 9, 2016 email to Chris Wilson from Mark Norton, 
State Programs Archaeologist, there are no recorded archaeology sites within 
the DRY MILL CREEK, LLC conservation easement property. 
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PHOTOGRAPHS OF CURRENT SITE CONDITIONS (Set 1 of 2) 
Christopher R. Wilson 

 
PHOTO POINT MAP 



40 
 

PHOTOGRAPHS 

DRY MILL CREEK, LLC Conservation Property 

Taken by 

Christopher R. Wilson 
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PHOTOGRAPHS OF CURRENT SITE CONDITIONS (Set 2 of 2) 

Lloyd Raleigh 

PHOTO POINT MAP   
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PHOTOGRAPHS 

DRY MILL CREEK, LLC Conservation Property 

Taken by 

Lloyd Raleigh 
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MAPS 
  

 
 Aerial Photograph with Boundaries 
 State Map 
 County Map 
 USGS Quadrangle Map 
 Wetlands, Streams, & Watersheds Map 
 Soils Map with Descriptions & Prime Agricultural Soils 
 Sub-surface Geology and Legend 
 Land Use Map 
 Survey Map 
 House Site Drawing 
 Conservation Management Areas Map 
 Anthropogenic Features Map 
 Protected Areas & Ecoregional Portfolio Areas Map 
 TN State Wildlife Action Plan Map 
 Climate Resilience Map 
 Natural Community Type & Rare Species Map  
 Natural Community Quality Map 
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SURVEY MAP  

  



74 
 

HOUSE SITE DRAWING   
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DIRECTIONS TO PROPERTY 
 

Coordinates for entrance: 36.450463, -85.498205 

From Maryville, TN to Dry Mill Road, Hilham, TN 38568 

2 h 30 min (130 miles) 

via I-40 W 

2 h 16 min without traffic 

 Get on I-140 W in Alcoa from S Hall Rd and US-129 N, 11 min (6.5 mi) 
 Take I-40 W to US-70N W in Monterey. Take exit 301 from I-40 W, 1 h 15 min 

(86.1 mi) 
 Follow TN-84 N, TN-85 W and Turkey Town Rd to Dry Mill Rd in Clay 

County, 55 min (37.0 mi) 
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PREPARER QUALIFICATIONS AND CONTRIBUTIONS 

 

Christopher R. Wilson 

Contribution: Chris coordinated fieldwork and reporting and assembled the final BDR 
report according to a document template provided by the Trust. He inspected the 
property, assessed wildlife habitat and landscape-level conservation values, took 
photographs and produced a photo-graphic document, and gathered research as directed 
by the BDR template. Maps were created using a GIS shapefile of the property 
boundary provided by the Trust. 

Qualifications: Chris is owner/ principal of the company Conservation Ecology LLC, 
based in Hendersonville, NC. He holds a BS&A in Wildlife Ecology and Conservation 
Biology from the Evergreen State College in Olympia, WA, and an MSc in Biology 
from Appalachian State University in Boone, NC. He is a conservation scientist and 
wildlife ecologist and has held science and stewardship positions with Sweet Water 
Trust, Santa Lucia Conservancy, and North American Land Trust. He is author of the 
book Documenting and Protecting Biodiversity on Land Trust Projects published by the 
Land Trust Alliance.  

 

Meredith Clebsch 

Contribution: Meredith provided oversight of document development. 

Qualifications: Meredith's formal education includes a BS degree in Animal Science 
from Clemson University with minors in Horticulture and Wildlife Biology. She also 
completed a number of graduate and undergraduate level courses at the University of 
TN in botany, ecology, horticulture and wildlife biology. For 25 years she owned and 
operated a successful native plant nursery, which included consultation and design 
services involving considerable field work in plant identification and landscapes 
interpretation.  She has attended many field botany and ecology study classes and 
assisted in gathering and interpreting data for a number of projects associated with plant 
ecology.  

Much of Meredith’s recreational time is spent in outdoor recreation and pursuing nature 
study.  She has worked for Foothills Land Conservancy since 2007, and has been Land 
Director since 2010, preparing and overseeing development of baseline documentation 
reports, drafting conservation easements, and monitoring easement properties. At 
present this includes approximately 200 properties in 7 states totaling nearly 100,000 
acres.  She has attended the Land Trust Alliance national meeting and training sessions 
in 2007, 2008, 2013, 2014 and also annual regional land trust meetings. 
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Lloyd Raleigh 

Contribution: Lloyd inspected the property, conducted a botanical and natural 
community inventory and authored the associated reporting, created photo-
documentation, and contributed spatial data for natural community and photo-
documentation mapping. 

Qualifications: Lloyd is owner of the company Helia Environmental LLC, based in 
Asheville, NC. In 1996, Lloyd received his master’s degree in Forest Science (MFS) 
from the Yale School of Forestry and Environmental Studies with a focus in 
management planning and ecosystem management. He graduated in 1994 from the 
University of South Carolina, where he received a BA and a BS in interdisciplinary 
studies combining physical and biological sciences with writing and socioeconomics.  
He is a botanist, natural community ecologist, and forester (NC Registered Forester 
#1711). 
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BDR EXHIBITS 

(Electronic versions saved as independent files) 
 

A. Conservation Easement  
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BDR EXHIBIT A  

CONSERVATION EASEMENT 

 

 

 





































































































Tennessee Property Assessment Data - Parcel Details Report - https://assessment.cot.tn.gov/

Overton (067)
Tax Year 2024 | Reappraisal 2020

Jan 1 Owner
DRY MILL CREEK LLC
145 JOHN DAVENPORT DR
ROME GA 30165

Current Owner
145 JOHN DAVENPORT DR
ROME GA 30165

MILL CREEK LN
Ctrl Map:
024

Group: Parcel:
004.00

PI: SI:
000

Value Information
Land Market Value: $646,500
Improvement Value: $0
Total Market Appraisal: $646,500
Assessment Percentage: 25%
Assessment: $161,625
Additional Information
General Information
Class: 10 - Farm
City #:
Special Service District 1: 000
District: 03
Number of Buildings: 0
Utilities - Water/Sewer: 12 - NONE / NONE
Utilities - Gas/Gas Type: 00 - NONE

City:
Special Service District 2: 000
Neighborhood: R01
Number of Mobile Homes: 0
Utilities - Electricity: 01 - PUBLIC
Zoning:

Outbuildings & Yard Items
Building # Type Description Units

Sale Information
Long Sale Information list on subsequent pages

Land Information
Long Land Information list on subsequent pages

https://assessment.cot.tn.gov/


Sale Information
Sale Date Price Book Page Vacant/Improved Type Instrument Qualification

12/28/2016 $0 171 1 ES - EASEMENT -

11/10/2016 $0 169 490 QC - QUITCLAIM DEED -

7/30/2014 $868,035 137 681 V - VACANT WD - WARRANTY DEED M - PHYSICAL DIFFERENCE

3/11/2013 $0 118 548 - -

10/14/2008 $0 59 93 - -

8/31/2007 $0 40 401 - -

10/5/2006 $0 27 641 - -

4/15/2002 $800,000 300 315 V - VACANT WD - WARRANTY DEED T - TIMBER OR MINERAL

9/15/1999 $529,500 288 81 V - VACANT WD - WARRANTY DEED P - MULTIPLE PARCELS

7/30/1999 $346,270 287 326 V - VACANT WD - WARRANTY DEED P - MULTIPLE PARCELS

7/30/1999 $446,800 287 334 V - VACANT WD - WARRANTY DEED P - MULTIPLE PARCELS

1/28/1997 $0 276 72 - -

11/9/1993 $0 261 69 - -

2/18/1986 $0 224 589 - -

Land Information
Deed Acres: 0 Calculated Acres: 528 Total Land Units: 528

Land Code Soil Class Units

62 - WOODLAND 2 P 428.00

62 - WOODLAND 2 A 70.00

54 - PASTURE G 30.00



Tennessee Property Assessment Data - Parcel Details Report - https://assessment.cot.tn.gov/

Clay (014)
Tax Year 2024 | Reappraisal 2022

Jan 1 Owner
DRY MILL CREEK LLC
145 JOHN DAVENPORT DR NW
ROME GA 30165

Current Owner
145 JOHN DAVENPORT DR NW
ROME GA 30165

DRY MILL CREEK RD
Ctrl Map:
087

Group: Parcel:
011.00

PI: SI:
000

Value Information
Land Market Value: $976,800
Improvement Value: $62,100
Total Market Appraisal: $1,038,900
Assessment Percentage: 25%
Assessment: $259,725
Additional Information
General Information
Class: 10 - Farm
City #:
Special Service District 1: 000
District: 03
Number of Buildings: 0
Utilities - Water/Sewer: 01 - PUBLIC / PUBLIC
Utilities - Gas/Gas Type: 00 - NONE

City:
Special Service District 2: 000
Neighborhood: R01
Number of Mobile Homes: 1
Utilities - Electricity: 01 - PUBLIC
Zoning:

Outbuildings & Yard Items
Building # Type Description Units

1 PBN - POLE BARN 72 X 96 6,912

1 MH4 - MOBILE HOME CLASS 4 24X60 1,440

Sale Information
Long Sale Information list on subsequent pages

Land Information
Long Land Information list on subsequent pages

https://assessment.cot.tn.gov/


Sale Information
Sale Date Price Book Page Vacant/Improved Type Instrument Qualification

11/17/2016 $0 106 573 QC - QUITCLAIM DEED -

7/30/2014 $868,035 102 308 I - IMPROVED WD - WARRANTY DEED A - ACCEPTED

3/11/2013 $0 99 594 - -

10/14/2008 $0 92 49 - -

4/15/2002 $800,000 77 79 I - IMPROVED WD - WARRANTY DEED P - MULTIPLE PARCELS

9/15/1999 $529,500 71 311 I - IMPROVED WD - WARRANTY DEED M - PHYSICAL DIFFERENCE

7/30/1999 $346,270 71 107 I - IMPROVED WD - WARRANTY DEED P - MULTIPLE PARCELS

7/30/1999 $0 71 115 - -

2/24/1997 $0 65 403 - -

1/28/1997 $0 65 247 - -

11/2/1993 $0 58 624 - -

Land Information
Deed Acres: 0 Calculated Acres: 605 Total Land Units: 605

Land Code Soil Class Units

54 - PASTURE A 47.00

62 - WOODLAND 2 A 171.00

62 - WOODLAND 2 P 386.00

04 - IMP SITE 1.00
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