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PROJECT BRIEF 

CONSERVATION VALUES 

Size:  Approximately 1,530.62 acres 

Location: Perry County, TN   

Elevation: ~460’ – 780’ above mean sea level 

Watersheds: Tennessee River-Toms Creek & Tennessee River-Roan Creek Holdings 

(HUC_12) 

The property contains good quality examples of three natural communities: Central 

Interior Beech – White Oak Forest, Interior Dry-Mesic White Oak – Hickory Forest, 

River Birch – Sycamore Small River Floodplain Forest. 

The Conservation Area contains suitable habitat for over 10 Greatest Conservation 

Need species identified in the 2015 Tennessee State Wildlife Action Plan, including 

Wood Thrush, Louisiana Waterthrush, Yellow-breasted Chat, Prairie Warbler, Timber 

Rattlesnake, and Eastern Box Turtle. 

The Conservation Area lies in close proximity to the Toms Creek conservation 

easement property held by Foothills Land Conservancy, and other conservations lands 

managed by the Tennessee Valley Authority and The Land Trust for Tennessee. 

The conservation area contains a freshwater emergent wetland and over 6 miles of 

perennial streams, including tributaries to Roan Creek and the Tennessee River, 

according to the USGS National Hydrography Dataset. Protection of these streams will 

minimize sedimentation into important downstream waterways and contribute to 

improved water quality. 

The Nature Conservancy’s Resilient Sites for Terrestrial Conservation in the Southeast 

Region Assessment (2014) ranked the majority of the property as “Above Average” for 

its resilience to climate change, based on the diversity of microhabitats and climatic 

gradients available on the property, and habitat connectivity in the landscape, indicating 

the Conservation Area is a strategic priority for biodiversity conservation in the face of 

climate change.  

Upper elevation portions of the property are visible from Roan Creek Road and 

protection of the property will maintain undeveloped scenic views for the public. 

In addition to riparian stream corridors and other significant ecological features, the 

property contains important forest lands which will be protected from development and 

remain operable and available for the production of timber and other wood products.  
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PROPERTY DESCRIPTION 

(See Exhibit A Below) 

Parcel Map and Property Data 

From TN Property Viewer - STS GIS Services - State of Tennessee 

(http://tnmap.tn.gov/assessment/) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://tnmap.tn.gov/assessment/
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PURPOSE AND SUMMARY OF CONSERVATION EASEMENT PROVISIONS 

It is the purpose of this Easement to assure that the Property will be retained forever in 

its current natural, scenic, forested, and/or open land condition and to prevent any use of 

the Property that will impair or interfere with the Conservation Values of the Property, 

subject only to the terms and provisions set forth herein. Grantor intends that this 

Easement will allow the use of the Property for such activities that are not inconsistent 

with the purposes of this Easement, including, without limitation, those involving 

agricultural and forest management, fire management and control, wildlife habitat 

improvement, hiking, and other private recreational uses that are not inconsistent with 

the purposes of this Easement.  

Sections 3 and 4 of the Conservation Easement (CE) document contain the major 

provisions.  The CE is attached herein as Exhibit A.   
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SIGNIFICANCE OF THE PROPERTY 

The Foothills Land Conservancy Corporate Mission 

The Foothills Land Conservancy is a tax-exempt, non-profit land conservation organization. 

Article V, Section 1 of the Foothills Land Conservancy Charter of Incorporation states that its 

purpose and objectives are to “work with public agencies, preservation and conservation-

oriented organizations, property owners, and the interested public to encourage the preservation 

of natural and productive lands which contribute to the unique character and heritage of the 

foothills of the Great Smoky Mountains.  The corporation will work to protect, preserve or 

enhance the land, water, geological, biological, historical, architectural, archeological, cultural 

or scenic resources of the foothills area and productive values of such lands in a manner 

consistent with its purpose and the purposes reflected in Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 

64-9-301 et seq. and in conformance with Section 501c(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.”  

Section 3 further states the Conservancy is “to acquire, through gift, sale or other lawful means, 

interests in real property as necessary and convenient to protect such characteristics, which may 

include but are not limited to agricultural productivity, ecological integrity, historic characters, 

or managed public access.”  This easement meets the purpose of the organization by conserving 

land, watershed, forestry, ecological and historical values. 

 Tennessee Agricultural, Forestry and Open Space Resource Preservation 

Tennessee Code Annotated 67-5-1002 states, “The general assembly finds that: (1) The 

existence of much agricultural, open space and forest lands is threatened by pressure from 

urbanization, scattered residential and commercial development, and the system of property 

taxation … . (2) The preservation of open space in or near urban areas contributes to: (A) The 

use, enjoyment and economic value of surrounding residential, commercial, industrial or public 

lands; (B) The conservation of natural resources, water, air, and wildlife; (C) The planning and 

preservation of and open condition for the general welfare; (D) A relief from the monotony of 

continued urban sprawls; and (E) An opportunity for the study and enjoyment of natural areas 

by urban and suburban resident.”  This conservation easement serves the open space, habitat 

protection, watershed protection, and offset of development pressure needs of the state of 

Tennessee. 

 Tennessee Conservation Easement Act of 1981 

Tennessee Code Annotated 66-0-302 states, “It is the finding of the general assembly that the 

protection of the state’s land, water, geological, biological, historical, architectural, 

archaeological, cultural, and scenic resources is desirable for the purposes of maintaining and 

preserving the state’s natural and cultural heritage, and for assuring the maintenance of the 

state’s natural and social diversity and health, and for encouraging the wise management of 

productive farm and forest land.”  This conservation easement is pursuant to that act. 
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MINUTES OF BOARD MEETING AT WHICH THE EASEMENT WAS 

ACCEPTED 

(excerpted) 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Foothills Land 

Conservancy 

December 8, 2016, at the offices of FLC, 373 Ellis Ave., Maryville, TN 37804 

Notice of the December 8, 2016 meeting, agenda, and the November 2016 minutes were 

distributed a week prior to the meeting. The financials were sent on December 7, 2016. 

The following members were in attendance at the December 8, 2016 meeting: Dan 

Barnett, Madge Cleveland, Jenny Hines, Wes James, Craig Jarvis, Mark King, David 

Long, Stan Malone, Billy Minser, Mike Parish, Steve Polte, John Proffitt, Susanna 

Sutherland and David Zandstra. Non-voting Recording Secretary, Mark Jendrek was in 

attendance. Not in attendance was Sara Rose and Ken Rueter.  The members in 

attendance during the meeting’s discussion and voting constituted a quorum. FLC staff 

members, Bill Clabough, Meredith Clebsch, Elise Eustace, Tom Howe & Karen Petrey 

were present.   

Call to Order 

President, Madge Cleveland, called the meeting to order at 6:06pm. 

Approval of the Minutes 

Minutes from the November 2016 Board meeting were sent out to FLC Board Members 

a week prior to the December 2016 meeting. Susanna Sutherland made a motion to 

approve the November 2016 minutes and Craig Jarvis seconded the motion. The vote 

for approval of the minutes was unanimous.  

Committee Reports     

Land Protection Committee    

Bill Clabough provided an overview of FLC’s current fee simples. There are 11 tracts 

from potential bequests that could be coming to Foothills. Out of these there are a few 

where the land owner wants FLC to hold on to the land and so Bill has asked them to 

provide FLC with an endowment to pay the taxes, etc. When FLC receives calls about 

possible land donations to the Conservancy, Bill asks about any restrictions that would 

be placed on the donation and also reviews the potential of the projects similarly to how 

a potential FLC CE is evaluated. He also looks at what type of endowment would be 

included with the donation of land. There is potential to move a few of the fee simple 

properties over to the FLC Properties Foundation in the near future. 

Bill Clabough also discussed an 82 acre fee simple property given to FLC last year in 

Newport, TN. A contractor named Ronnie Trent wants to buy 3000 yards of primarily 

clay dirt on the tract. Trent will come back in after extracting the dirt and clean it up, 
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sow it back down and level it up. It is both Bill and Land Protection’s recommendation 

to allow the purchase. Bill said that Trent comes well recommended and he would also 

make sure there is some type of performance bond for the project as well have an FLC 

representative on site part of the time.  A motion was made by Billy Minser to accept 

the dirt extraction from the Newport fee simple property and it was seconded by Jenny 

Hines. The motion passed unanimously. 

Meredith Clebsch reviewed a PowerPoint of 5 potential fee simple donations for the 

Board’s final approval, if offered by the donor. These projects are: 2 Chip, CCD Sod – 

Carter, Champion View, English Mtn., and Rock Springs (see spreadsheet below). 

Clebsch also provided information about these projects for final approval via email to 

the Board prior to the meeting. A motion was made by Mike Parish to approve all of the 

fee simple properties with a second from Dan Barnett. David Long recused himself 

from voting. The motion passed unanimously.  

(excerpted) 

Meredith Clebsch reviewed a PowerPoint of 15 potential conservation easements for the 

Board’s final approval, if offered by the donor, during the Board Meeting. Clebsch also 

provided information about the following projects for final approval via email to the 

Board prior to the meeting. These projects include:   

(excerpted) 

 

The Land Protection made the motion for final approval of the 15 potential CE projects, if 

offered by the donor, and it was seconded by Billy Minser. David Long recused himself from 

voting. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

  

Approval Project Acreage County State House sites Scenic Nat Res Open Space Agric

FINAL Roan Creek 1,052 Perry TN 2, 2ac x x x x
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RECITALS  

from ROAN CREEK HOLDINGS, LLC 

CONSERVATION EASEMENT 

 

(any reference to “Exhibits” in this section refers to the CE document) 

(from CE FINAL of 12-27-16) 

WHEREAS, Grantor is the owner in fee simple of real property containing 

approximately 1,530.62 acres located in Perry County, Tennessee, more particularly 

described in Exhibit "A" attached hereto and incorporated herein by this reference (the 

"Property") and depicted on the map drawing attached hereto as Exhibit “B”; and 

 

WHEREAS, portions of the Property are visible from Roan Creek Road, thus 

providing and undeveloped and natural scenic view to the general public; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Property contributes to the ecological viability of the area in the 

vicinity of Roan Creek, the Tennessee River, the Tennessee River – Toms Creek 

watershed and the Tennessee River – Roan Creek watershed (collectively, the “Wildlife 

Areas”); and  

 

WHEREAS, the Property contains a freshwater emergent wetland and over six 

(6) miles of perennial streams, including tributaries to Roan Creek and the Tennessee 

River, according to the USGS National Hydrography Dataset, and protection of the 

Property and said water features will minimize sedimentation into important 

downstream waterways and contribute to improved water quality; and   

 

WHEREAS, the Property contains, in addition to riparian stream corridors and 

other significant ecological features, important forest lands which will be protected 

from development and remain operable and available for the production of timber and 

other wood products; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Property is located within close proximity of already preserved 

lands, including  the Toms Creek conservation easement property held by Grantee and 

other conservation lands managed by the Tennessee Valley Authority and The Land 

Trust for Tennessee; and 

 

WHEREAS, a majority of the Property was ranked in The Nature 

Conservancy’s Resilient Sites for Terrestrial Conservation in the Southeast Region 

Assessment (2014) as “Above Average” for its resilience to climate change based on 

the diversity of microhabitats and climatic gradients available on the Property, and 

habitat connectivity in the landscape, which indicates that the Property is a strategic 

priority for biodiversity conservation in the face of climate change; and   

 

WHEREAS, protection of the Property increases the acreage of conserved lands 

in Perry County, Tennessee generally and thus helps maintain landscape connectivity in 
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the region, supports continuity of habitat corridors between the Property and other open 

space lands in the region and minimizes habitat degradation, which furthers the 

protection efforts outlined in the Wildlife Conservation Strategy developed in the State 

Wildlife Action Plan promulgated by the Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency; and  

 

 WHEREAS,  the Property includes multiple habitat types, abundant water 

sources and vast contiguous forested areas which offer generous natural resources for 

many plant species plus resident and migratory wildlife and fish species; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Property contains suitable habitat for over ten (10) Greatest 

Conservation Need species identified in the 2015 Tennessee State Wildlife Action Plan, 

including the Wood Thrush, Yellow-breasted Chat, Prairie Warbler,  Timber 

Rattlesnake and Eastern Box Turtle; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Property contains good quality examples of three natural 

communities: Central Interior Beach – White Oak Forest, Interior Dry-Mesic White 

Oak – Hickory Forest, and River Birch – Sycamore Small River Floodplain Forest; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Property’s diversity of habitats, wetlands, relative proximity to 

known recorded occurrences of rare species (including three (3) rare species which 

occur within five (5) miles of the Property according to the Natural Heritage Inventory 

Program and thirty-nine (39) rare species which occur within Perry County, Tennessee) 

and quality natural communities create the potential for the occurrence of rare animal, 

fish and plant species located in Perry County, Tennessee; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Property is botanically diverse and contains at least one 

hundred sixty (160) species of plant species; and 

WHEREAS, Grantor certifies that the Property possesses ecological, natural, scenic, 

agricultural, forested, open land, and wildlife and fish habitat values (collectively, 

"Conservation Values") of great importance to Grantor, the people and visitors of Perry 

County and the people and visitors of the State of Tennessee and which further 

contributes to the national goals to conserve scenery and wildlife for the enjoyment of 

future generations; and  

 

WHEREAS, Grantor certifies that the Property possesses ecological, natural, 

agricultural, scenic and other Conservation Values in its present state as a large natural 

area; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Property remains substantially undeveloped and is contiguous 

with larger tracts of both forested and agricultural lands and its preservation is desirable 

for aesthetic, silvicultural, agricultural, and ecological reasons; and  

 

WHEREAS, the areas around and in the vicinity of the Wildlife Areas in 

western Tennessee, around and in the vicinity of Perry County, Tennessee and 

regionally around the metropolitan areas of Nashville and Jackson, Tennessee are 
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rapidly developing regions, and large tracts of natural lands are immediately threatened 

with residential, commercial and industrial development; and 

 

WHEREAS, the specific Conservation Values of the Property are further 

documented in an inventory of relevant features of the Property, dated as of December 

22, 2016, on file at the offices of Grantee ("Baseline Documentation"), which consists 

of reports, maps, photographs, and other documentation that the Grantor certifies and 

the parties agree provide, collectively, an accurate representation of the Property at the 

time of this grant, and which is intended to serve as an objective, though nonexclusive, 

information baseline for monitoring compliance with the terms of this grant; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Conservation Values are of great importance to the Grantor, to 

the Grantee and to the people of Tennessee and this nation; and 

 

WHEREAS, Grantor intends that all other Conservation Values of the Property 

also be preserved and maintained by prohibiting those land uses on the Property that 

impair or interfere with them; and 

 

WHEREAS, Grantor further intends, as the owner of the Property, to convey to 

Grantee the right to preserve and protect the Conservation Values of the Property in 

perpetuity; and 

 

WHEREAS, Grantee is a publicly supported, tax-exempt nonprofit organization 

and is a “qualified organization” under Sections 501(c)(3), 170(b)(1)(A)(vi) and 

170(h)(3), respectively, of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, and the 

regulations promulgated thereunder (the "Code"), an "eligible donee" within the 

meaning of Treasury Regulation Section 1.170A–14(c)(1), whose primary purpose is to 

preserve land, water, air, wildlife, scenic qualities and open space by implementing 

programs for protecting unique or rare natural areas, water front, stream corridors and 

watersheds; and 

 

WHEREAS, Grantee has a commitment to protect the Conservation Values of 

the Property and has the resources to enforce conservation restrictions; and 

 

WHEREAS, preservation of the Property shall serve the following purposes (the 

"Conservation Purposes"): 

 

  (a) Preservation of the Property as a viewshed and open space for the 

scenic enjoyment of the general public, which will yield a significant public benefit 

within the meaning of § 170(h)(4)(A)(iii)(I) of the Code;  

 

  (b) Preservation of the Property provides for the protection of a 

significantly relatively natural habitat of fish, wildlife, plants or similar ecosystems 

within the meaning of § 170(h)(4)(A)(ii) of the Code; and 
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  (c) Preservation of the Property as open space (including farmland 

and forest land) where such preservation is for the scenic enjoyment to the general 

public and will yield a significant public benefit and where such preservation is 

pursuant to a clearly delineated Federal, State or local government conservation policy 

which provides significant public benefit within the meaning of § 170(h)(4)(A)(iii)(II) 

of the Code and this Easement will benefit the public by preserving valuable farm and 

forest resources in the State of Tennessee; and 

 

 WHEREAS, this Easement constitutes a "qualified real property interest" as 

established in § 170(h)(2)(C) of the Code; and 

 

WHEREAS, Grantor and Grantee desire to perpetually conserve the natural, , 

agricultural, scientific, educational, open space and scenic resources of the Property to 

accomplish the Conservation Purposes and will work together to fulfill the 

Conservation Purposes; and 

 

WHEREAS, Grantor intends to grant the easement and impose the restrictive 

covenants on the Property as set forth in this Easement to accomplish the Conservation 

Purposes. 
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LEGAL CONDITION 

 

DEED OF CONSERVATION EASEMENT WITH PROPERTY DESCRIPTION 

(See Exhibit A)   

 (Copies will reside in the files of the Donor, the Donee, and the Perry County, 

Tennessee Register of Deeds) 
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CONSERVATION VALUES 

The conservation values that make the ROAN CREEK HOLDINGS, LLC property 

unique are described below and are detailed in the recitals (the “Whereas” statements) 

in the Conservation Easement.  

 

Field data was gathered during site visits by Christopher Wilson on November 5, 2016, 

and by Lloyd Raleigh on October 23, 2016. 

 

NATURAL HABITAT 

 

Conservation Context – Adjacency and proximity to other conservation properties 

enhances the conservation value of a site by minimizing fragmentation and the 

influence of negative edge-effects, increasing the effective size of contiguous protected 

habitat, and promoting ecological connectivity.  

 The Conservation Area lies within 0.6 miles of the Toms Creek conservation 

easement property to be held by Foothills Land Conservancy, and is in close 

proximity to other conservations lands managed by the Tennessee Valley 

Authority and The Land Trust for Tennessee. 

Resilient Sites for Terrestrial Conservation in the Southeast Region Assessment - The 

Nature Conservancy - Climate change is altering species distributions in unpredictable 

ways, and conservationists require a way to prioritize strategic land conservation that 

will conserve the maximum amount of biological diversity despite changing distribution 

patterns. The Resilient Sites for Terrestrial Conservation GIS data layer identifies key 

areas for conservation based on land characteristics that increase diversity and 

resilience. The term “site resilience” refers to the capacity of a site to adapt to climate 

change while still maintaining diversity and ecological function. For more information, 

see:  Anderson, M.G., A. Barnett, M. Clark, C. Ferree, A. Olivero Sheldon, and J. 

Prince. 2014. Resilient Sites for Terrestrial Conservation in the Southeast Region. The 

Nature Conservancy, Eastern Conservation Science, 127 pp. 

The Resilient Sites for Terrestrial Conservation GIS data layer was used to assess site 

resilience of the Property. This layer contains site resilience scores for 30m x 30m grid-

cells across the Southeast that are based on three primary characteristics: geophysical 

representation (underlying geology, soils, and elevation), landscape complexity (local 

diversity of landforms), and landscape permeability (local connectivity). Site resilience 

scores are classified on a scale between “Far below average” to “Far above average”.  

 

 The Nature Conservancy’s Resilient Sites for Terrestrial Conservation in the 

Southeast Region Assessment (2014) ranked the majority of the property as 

“Above Average” for its resilience to climate change, based on the diversity of 

microhabitats and climatic gradients available on the property, and habitat 

connectivity in the landscape, indicating the Conservation Area is a strategic 

priority for biodiversity conservation in the face of climate change. 
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TN State Wildlife Action Plan- TN Wildlife Resources Agency - In order to receive 

funds through the Wildlife Conservation and Restoration Program and the State 

Wildlife Grants Program, Congress charged each state and territory with developing a 

wildlife action plan. These proactive plans, known technically as “comprehensive 

wildlife conservation strategies,” assess the health of each state’s wildlife and habitats, 

identify the problems they face, and outline the actions that are needed to conserve them 

over the long term. State Wildlife Action Plans outline the steps that are needed to 

conserve wildlife and habitat before they become too rare or costly to restore. The TN 

SWAP identifies a list of species of Greatest Conservation Need (GCN) that serve as 

targets for conservation actions, as well as a GIS database illustrating priority areas for 

conservation that will ultimately contribute to the conservation of a variety of GCN 

species. 

 

 Based on field surveys by Chris Wilson, the property contains suitable habitat 

for over 10 Greatest Conservation Need species identified in the 2015 Tennessee 

State Wildlife Action Plan, including Wood Thrush, Louisiana Waterthrush, 

Yellow-breasted Chat, Prairie Warbler, Timber Rattlesnake, and Eastern Box 

Turtle. 

 

Potential TN State Wildlife Action Plan - Species of Greatest Conservation Need on 

the property based on habitat observations by Chris Wilson 

  
Taxa 

Group 

Scientific Name Common Name Global 

Rank 

State 

Rank 

Federal State 

Status 

Bat Myotis sodalis Indiana Bat G2 S1 LE E 

Bat Myotis septentrionalis Northern Myotis G4 S4 LT  

Bat Perimyotis subflavus Tri-colored Bat G5 S5   
Bird Vermivora cyanoptera Blue-winged 

Warbler 

G5 S4   

Bird Chaetura pelagica Chimney Swift G5 S5   
Bird Caprimulgus 

carolinensis 

Chuck-will's-widow G5 S3S4   

Bird Geothlypis formosa Kentucky Warbler G5 S4   
Bird Parkesia motacilla Louisiana 

Waterthrush 

G5 S4   

Bird Colinus virginianus Northern Bobwhite G5 S2S3 (PS)  

Bird Setophaga discolor Prairie Warbler G5 S3S4   
Bird Caprimulgus vociferus Whip-poor-will G5 S3S4   
Bird Hylocichla mustelina Wood Thrush G5 S4   
Bird Icteria virens Yellow-breasted 

Chat 

G5 S4   

Bird Setophaga dominica Yellow-throated 

Warbler 

G5 S4   

Mammal Neotoma magister Allegheny Woodrat G3G4 S3  D 

Reptile Terrapene carolina Eastern Box Turtle G5 S4   
Reptile Crotalus horridus Timber Rattlesnake G4 S4   
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TN Natural Heritage Program Database – TN Department of Environment & 

Conservation - The Natural Heritage Inventory Program maintains a Geographic 

Information Systems (GIS) database which contains information on the distribution and 

ecology of rare plants, animals, and ecological communities across Tennessee. The 

Natural Heritage database was queried for records on the property. Rare species and 

natural communities occurring near the property have potential to occur on the property 

itself, can be used for targets during field surveys, and may benefit from the protection 

of the property. Thus, the database was also queried for rare species and natural 

communities with 5 miles of the property boundary and within the county. 

 

 There are no records for rare species on the property. 

 3 rare species occur within 5 miles of the property. 

 1 rare natural community and 39 rare species occur within Perry County. 

 

See Flora and Fauna Reports (below) table of Natural Heritage Database results. 

 

Aquatic Features - USGS National Hydrography Dataset – The USGS maintains a 

GIS database of the nation’s aquatic features including wetlands, streams, lakes, and 

ponds. The database was queried to determine if aquatic features occur on the property. 

 

 The conservation area contains a freshwater emergent wetland and over 6 miles 

of perennial or intermittent streams, including tributaries to Roan Creek and the 

Tennessee River. Protection of these streams with forested buffers will minimize 

sedimentation into important downstream waterways and contribute to improved 

water quality. 

 

On-site Botanical & Natural Community Inventories – were conducted by Lloyd 

Raleigh. His primary findings were: 

 The property contains good quality examples of three natural communities: 

Central Interior Beech – White Oak Forest, Interior Dry-Mesic White Oak – 

Hickory Forest, River Birch – Sycamore Small River Floodplain Forest. 
 At least 160 plant species occur at Roan Creek Holdings. 

Almost eighty percent of Roan Creek Holdings is early- to mid-successional forest, cut 

in 2007, with scattered to somewhat dense leave trees, depending on the area. Mature 

forests total approximately one percent of the tract area. Five natural community types 

occur at Roan Creek Holdings: a seep, beaver ponds, Interior Dry-Mesic White Oak – 

Hickory Forest, Central Interior Beech – White Oak Forest, and River Birch – 

Sycamore Small River Floodplain Forest. The beaver ponds are early-successional 

habitats. 

Two occurrences of Central Interior Beech – White Oak Forest (G4) occur on the tract, 

though they are essentially one unit, as this community type occurs off-tract as well, 

hence joining them. These areas have up to 16” diameter average canopy trees.   
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Four good examples of an Interior Dry-Mesic White Oak – Hickory Forest occur on the 

tract, mostly in SMZs but also along boundary lines or, in one case, a small patch within 

late successional forest.   

One occurrence of a River Birch – Sycamore Small River Floodplain Forest can be 

found on the tract. Although tree diameters average 12”, with trees up to 24”, this 

occurrence is only in fair condition due to the presence of invasive species. 

Two beaver ponds were found. They are new occurrences, with open water and active 

beaver use. 

A small seep was found on the tract. Seeps as a natural community are poorly classified 

for the Western Highlands Rim, with a fen as the only type mentioned. Further field 

work is needed by the scientific community in order to classify seeps within this 

bioregion.   

At least 160 plants were identified during the field visit to Roan Creek Holdings. Many 

more species are certain to be discovered during spring and summer field visits. 

Invasive species are low in the Roan Creek Holdings uplands, and moderate to very 

high in riparian areas. Riparian and floodplain areas are notoriously susceptible to 

invasive species and this is a very common condition across the landscape. 

 

Natural Community Descriptions: 

Central Interior Beech - White Oak Forest (G4) 

Fagus grandifolia - Quercus alba / Cornus florida Forest (CEGL007881) 

Condition Rank: B (Good) 

Successional Stage: Mature 

Beech and white oak dominate this forest along with northern red oak, tulip 

poplar, and pignut hickory. These canopy trees average 13 inches in diameter, 

with trees up to 28 inches. This forest type is found on mesic, lower slopes and 

flats adjacent to streams, and eventually grades into more of a floodplain forest 

when the stream merges with Roan Creek. Upslope of this community type is 

found an Interior Dry-Mesic White Oak – Hickory Forest. Subdominant and 

subcanopy trees include southern sugar maple, hophornbeam, sourgum, and 

black cherry.  Common round-leaf greenbrier occurs as a vine. 

The shrub layer is sparse and includes wild hydrangea, strawberry bush, bigleaf 

snowbell, and spicebush. Herbs are also sparse and include Christmas fern, 

sedges, clearweed, pale Indian plantain, southern shorthusk, jumpseed, 

foamflower, and broad beech fern.  
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Interior Dry-Mesic White Oak - Hickory Forest (G4) 

Quercus alba - Carya alba - (Quercus velutina) / Desmodium nudiflorum - (Carex 

picta) Forest 

(CEGL007795) 

Condition Rank:  B (Good) 

Successional Stage: Mature 

This forest type occurs in good condition at four locations, primarily within late-

successional forest areas, but also as SMZs and along boundaries. Canopy trees 

average 11 inches in diameter with trees up to 14 inches found. Late 

successional forests in dry-mesic conditions are hypothesized to transform into 

this community type, as well as a chestnut oak forest type not currently found as 

a mature example. Canopy trees include white oak, black oak, mockernut and 

pignut hickories, and red maple.  Other trees include northern red oak, flowering 

dogwood, white ash, sourwood, beech, chestnut oak, and ironwood. Shrubs and 

vines include bigleaf snowbell, American hazelnut, and crossvine. 

Christmas fern is a dominant fern, typical for this type on northern slopes and 

replacing Carex picta on such mesic slopes. Other herbs and graminoids include 

dwarf crested iris, hairy skullcap, Curtis’ goldenrod, sparselobe grapefern, 

palmate-leaved violet, Maryland senna, and wild yam. 

River Birch - Sycamore Small River Floodplain Forest (G5) 

Betula nigra - Platanus occidentalis Forest (CEGL002086) 

Condition Rank:  C (Fair) 

Successional Stage: Mature 

This community type occurs on either side of Roan Creek, which at the time of 

survey was intermittent in flow. River birch and sycamore are the dominant 

trees, averaging 12” diameter, with trees up to 24”. Invasive species, in 

particular Nepalese browntop and multiflora rose, degrade the community from 

good quality down to fair quality (C-rank). Vinca and mimosa are a lesser 

invasive species within this community.   

Though river birch and sycamore dominate, other tree species include southern 

sugar maple, sugar maple, black walnut, American elm, northern hackberry, 

mockernut hickory, sourgum, beech, ironwood, and eastern red cedar. The 

eastern red cedar is likely due to land-use history, as nearby ruderal areas exhibit 

red cedar dominance. Intermixed within the dense Nepalese browntop are 

broadleaf woodoats. If the Nepalese browntop were controlled and herbaceous 

species returned, this community type would be upgraded to a good quality 

community type.  At the same time, however, the browntop is often intractable 

when occurring in high densities as found here. 
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Smartweed - Cutgrass Beaver Pond  (G4) 

Polygonum (hydropiperoides, punctatum) - Leersia spp. Herbaceous Vegetation 

(CEGL004290) 

Condition Rank: B (Good) 

Successional Stage: Early 

The beaver pond natural communities found here are in the early stages. They 

are newly constructed and consist mostly of standing water, with herbaceous 

species developing on the periphery. In these areas, swamp smartweed is the 

dominant and defining species for this community type. Cutgrass is not (yet) 

present, but the community description mentions a high degree of variability.  

Other species include common rush, sensitive fern, seedbox, wool-grass, cat-tail, 

and sedges. 

This community type is highly susceptible to change and will continue to change 

as the beaver pond area fills with sediment, eventually becoming a marsh and 

swamp. The natural processes that the beaver creates are an important and 

uncommon component of our environment. 

Seep (G?) 

Polygonum (hydropiperoides, punctatum) - Leersia spp. Herbaceous Vegetation 

(CEGL004290) 

Condition Rank: B (Good) 

Successional Stage: Early 

The global rank of this seep is unknown, as only one seep is noted for the 

Western Highlands Plateau—a fen. The seep at Roan Creek Holdings is not a 

fen, so remains unclassified. The seep, occurring alongside a creek and flowing 

into it, is approximately 30 feet long and six feet wide. It occurs within a matrix 

of late successional forest with canopy species similar to those described in the 

Central Interior Beech – White Oak Forest. Species within this small seep and 

growing in mucky soils include swamp smartweed, hop sedge, wild hydrangea, 

smooth white aster, maidenhair fern, spicebush, jewelweed, and foamflower. 

See Flora and Fauna Reports for a complete plant species list. 

 

Conservation Management Areas -   Special management zones were established on 

the property and are subject to different restrictions under the conservation easement. 

Refer to the language within the conservation easement document for the specific 

restrictions and reserved rights within these zones. In general, Conservation 

Management Area “A” refers to the least restricted areas. Conservation Management 
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Area “B” refers to buffer areas surrounding and including specific special features (such 

as streams, special habitat areas, rock outcrops, cliffs, or rare species locations), which 

are defined by a specific distance from the feature, and where uses are more restricted 

(for example, a 100’ buffer on streams). Conservation Management Area “C” refers to 

additional special areas that are delineated based on groupings special features (such as 

those features mentioned above, as well as rare or high quality natural communities, 

critical watersheds, groupings of such features, and additional areas to buffer or provide 

connectivity between features), that will also benefit from enhanced protections under 

the easement. These areas are identified on the Conservation Management Areas Map 

and in GIS shapefiles on file with the Conservancy.  

 Conservation Management Area “B” consists of a 100’ buffer along certain 

stream drainages. 

 Conservation Management Area “C” includes blocks of special areas that 

contain multiple overlapping conservation values.  These include the higher 

quality natural community occurrences described above, older stands of forest, 

the more significant watershed protection areas, stream buffers, dry uplands with 

the potential for restoration as xeric woodlands, and surrounding or intervening 

areas that serve as buffer. 
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OPEN SPACE 

 Scenic - Upper elevation portions of the property are visible from Roan Creek 

Rd., contributing to undeveloped scenic views for the public. 

 Working Forest - The easement restricts development of the property and 

conversion of its forests, while protecting operable stands of forest land for 

timber harvest according to a Trust-approved Forest Management Plan. 

 Agriculture - The property contains Prime Farmland Soils and the easement 

allows agricultural uses within workable areas of the property, subject to Trust 

approval. 

 

GEOLOGY   

According to the USGS Mineral Resources Program, the underlying geology of the 

property is Chert and Limestone. 

 

SOILS 

According to the USDS-NRCS SSURGO database, the following soil types occur on 

the Property: 

MU Symbol MU Name Farmland Class 

BbC Biffle gravelly silt loam, 5 to 15 percent slopes Not prime farmland 

BbD Biffle gravelly silt loam, 15 to 30 percent slopes Not prime farmland 

BbF Biffle gravelly silt loam, 30 to 60 percent slopes Not prime farmland 

HuA Humphreys gravelly silt loam, 0 to 3 percent slopes, rarely flooded All areas are prime farmland 

HuB Humphreys gravelly silt loam, 2 to 5 percent slopes All areas are prime farmland 

IrC Ironcity gravelly silt loam, 5 to 12 percent slopes Not prime farmland 

LaC Lax-Ironcity complex, 5 to 12 percent slopes Not prime farmland 

Rb Riverby gravelly sandy loam, frequently flooded Not prime farmland 

TmC2 Tarklin-Minvale complex, 5 to 12 percent slopes, eroded Not prime farmland 

TrA Trace silt loam, 0 to 3 percent slopes, rarely flooded All areas are prime farmland 

 

LAND USE INFORMATION & ANTHROPOGENIC FEATURES 

The property is undeveloped and primarily operated and managed as a hunting club. A 

number of open fields are maintained to attract wildlife, and temporary hunting stands 

are common throughout the property. The property has also been used extensively for 

forestry, and much has been logged in the last 25 years. There is a system of forest 

roads and skid trails, as well as old log landings throughout the property. The road 

system also receives use by recreational vehicles.  
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FLORA AND FAUNA REPORTS 

 
TN NATURAL HERITAGE DATABASE REPORT ON LISTED SPECIES 

  

TN Natural Heritage Program GIS Database Records within 5 miles of the Property 

 

TYPE SCIENTIFIC NAME COMMON NAME 
GLOBAL 

RANK 
STATE 
RANK 

FED 
PROTECTION 

STATE 
PROTECTION 

Invertebrate Animal 
Pleuronaia 
dolabelloides 

Slabside 
Pearlymussel G2 S2 LE 

Rare, Not State 
Listed 

Vertebrate Animal Sorex hoyi 
American Pygmy 
Shrew G5 S2 -- 

Rare, Not State 
Listed 

Invertebrate Animal Obovaria retusa Ring Pink G1 S1 LE,XN E 

 

TN Natural Heritage Program GIS Database Records within Perry County 

Category Scientific Name Common Name Global 
Rank 

State 
Rank 

Fed. 
Status 

State Status 

Annelid Cambarincola 
leptadenus 

A Cave Obligate 
Worm 

G1G2 S1 -- Rare, Not State 
Listed 

Bird Dendroica cerulea Cerulean Warbler G4 S3B -- D 

Bird Haliaeetus 
leucocephalus 

Bald Eagle G5 S3 -- D 

Fish Etheostoma aquali Coppercheek Darter G2G3 S2S3 -- T 

Fish Etheostoma 
denoncourti 

Golden Darter G2 S2 -- Rare, Not State 
Listed 

Fish Noturus fasciatus Saddled Madtom G2 S2 -- T 

Fish Percina burtoni Blotchside Logperch G2G3 S2 -- D 

Fish Typhlichthys 
subterraneus 

Southern Cavefish G4 S3 -- D 

Flowering 
Plant 

Acalypha deamii Deam's Copperleaf G4? S1 -- S 

Flowering 
Plant 

Arabis hirsuta Western Hairy 
Rockcress 

G5 S1 -- T 

Flowering 
Plant 

Asclepias purpurascens Purple Milkweed G5? S1 -- S 

Flowering 
Plant 

Desmodium 
ochroleucum 

Creamflower Tick-
trefoil 

G1G2 S1 -- E 

Flowering 
Plant 

Draba cuneifolia Wedge-leaved 
Whitlow-grass 

G5 S1S2 -- S 

Flowering 
Plant 

Eleocharis lanceolata Lance-like Spike-rush G4G5 S1 -- S 

Flowering 
Plant 

Erythronium rostratum Beaked Trout-lily G5 S2 -- S 

Flowering 
Plant 

Hasteola suaveolens Sweet-scented 
Indian-plantain 

G4 S2 -- S 

Flowering 
Plant 

Onosmodium molle 
ssp. occidentale 

Western False 
Gromwell 

G4G5T4? S1S2 -- T 

Flowering 
Plant 

Prenanthes aspera Rough Rattlesnake-
root 

G4? S1 -- T 

Flowering 
Plant 

Prenanthes barbata Bearded Rattlesnake-
root 

G3 S2 -- S 

Flowering 
Plant 

Salvia azurea var. 
grandiflora 

Blue Sage G4G5T4? S3 -- S 

Insect Ophiogomphus 
acuminatus 

Acuminate Snaketail G3 S2 -- Rare, Not State 
Listed 

Insect Pseudanophthalmus 
hesperus 

A Cave Obligate 
Beetle 

G1 S1 -- Rare, Not State 
Listed 

Mammal Myotis grisescens Gray Myotis G3 S2 LE E 
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Mammal Myotis sodalis Indiana Myotis G2 S1 LE E 

Mammal Neotoma magister Allegheny Woodrat G3G4 S3 -- D 

Mammal Sorex hoyi American Pygmy 
Shrew 

G5 S2 -- Rare, Not State 
Listed 

Mammal Sorex longirostris Southeastern Shrew G5 S4 -- D 

Mammal Zapus hudsonius Meadow Jumping 
Mouse 

G5 S4 No 
Status 

D 

Mollusc Cumberlandia 
monodonta 

Spectaclecase G3 S2S3 LE Rare, Not State 
Listed 

Mollusc Lithasia duttoniana Helmet Rocksnail G2Q S2 -- Rare, Not State 
Listed 

Mollusc Lithasia geniculata 
fuliginosa 

Geniculate River Snail G3T3Q S2 -- Rare, Not State 
Listed 

Mollusc Lithasia salebrosa Muddy Rocksnail G2G3Q S2 -- Rare, Not State 
Listed 

Mollusc Obovaria retusa Ring Pink G1 S1 LE,XN E 

Mollusc Plethobasus 
cicatricosus 

White Wartyback G1 S1 LE, XN E 

Mollusc Plethobasus 
cooperianus 

Orangefoot 
Pimpleback 

G1 S1 LE, XN E 

Mollusc Pleuronaia 
dolabelloides 

Slabside 
Pearlymussel 

G2 S2 LE Rare, Not State 
Listed 

Mollusc Quadrula cylindrica 
cylindrica 

Rabbitsfoot G3G4T3 S3 LT Rare, Not State 
Listed 

Mollusc Vertigo teskeyae Swamp Vertigo G5 S1 -- Rare, Not State 
Listed 

Plant 
Community 

Juniperus virginiana / 
Schizachyrium 
scoparium - 
(Andropogon gerardii, 
Sorghastrum nutans) - 
Silphium (trifoliatum, 
terebinthinaceum) 
Wooded Herbaceous 
Vegetation 

Western Tennessee 
Valley Limestone Hill 
Barrens 

G2 SNR -- Rare, Not State 
Listed 

Reptile Pituophis 
melanoleucus 
melanoleucus 

Northern Pinesnake G4T4 S3 -- T 

 

 

OBSERVED SPECIES LISTS 

Plant species observed by Lloyd Raleigh during field visit to the property 

Common Name Genus Species 

A Crab Grass Digitaria sp. 

A Flax Linum sp. 

A Lobelia Lobelia sp. 

A Milkvine Matelea sp. 

A Mountain Mint Pycnanthemum sp. 

A Panic-grass Dichanthelium sp. 

A Sedge Carex sp. 

Allegheny Blackberry Rubus allegheniensis 

Allegheny Foamflower Tiarella cordifolia 

American Beech Fagus grandifolia 

American Elm Ulmus americana 

American Hazelnut Corylus americana 

American Holly Ilex opaca 

American Hornbeam, Blue Beech, 
Ironwood Carpinus caroliniana 
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American or Wild Plum Prunus americana 

American Pokeweed Phytolacca americana 

Anise-Scented, Fragrant, or Sweet 
Goldenrod Solidago odora 

Annual Ragweed Ambrosia artemisiifolia 

Beaked Panic-Grass Panicum anceps 

Beefsteak Plant Perilla frutescens 

Bigleaf Snowbell Styrax grandifolius 

Black Huckleberry Gaylussacia baccata 

Black Oak Quercus velutina 

Black or River Birch Betula nigra 

Black Walnut Juglans nigra 

Black Willow Salix nigra 

Black-Eyed Susan Rudbeckia hirta 

Blackjack Oak Quercus marilandica 

Blue Mistflower Conoclinium coelestinum 

Bracken Fern Pteridium aquilinum 

Bristly Lady’s-Thumb Persicaria longiseta 

Broadleaf Woodoats Chasmanthium latifolium 

Bushy Aster Symphyotrichum dumosum 

Canada Horse-Balm Collinsonia canadensis 

Canadian Clearweed Pilea pumila 

Canadian Horseweed Conyza canadensis 

Carolina or Soft Thistle Cirsium carolinianum 

Chestnut or Mountain Oak Quercus montana 

Chinese or Sericea Lespedeza Lespedeza cuneata 

Chinese Privet Ligustrum sinense 

Common Boneset Eupatorium perfoliatum 

Common Christmas Fern Polystichum acrostichoides 

Common Cinquefoil Potentilla simplex 

Common Dittany Cunila origanoides 

Common Mullein Verbascum thapsus 

Common Orchard-Grass Dactylis glomerata 

Common Pear Pyrus communis 

Common Periwinkle, Graveyard 
Plant Vinca minor 

Common Plantain Plantago major 

Common Round-Leaved Greenbrier Smilax rotundifolia 

Common Rush Juncus effusus 

Common Serviceberry Amelanchier arborea 

Common White Snakeroot Ageratina altissima 

Coralberry Symphoricarpos orbiculatus 

Crane-Fly Orchid Tipularia discolor 

Crossvine Bignonia capreolata 

Curly or Yellow Dock Rumex crispus 

Curtis’ Goldenrod Solidago curtisii 

Devil’s Grandmother Elephantopus tomentosus 

Dogfennel Eupatorium capillifolium 

Dwarf Crested Iris Iris cristata 

Eastern Bottlebrush-Grass Elymus hystrix 

Eastern Rabbit-Tobacco Pseudognaphalium obtusifolium 

Eastern Red Cedar Juniperus virginiana 

Eastern Redbud Cercis canadensis 

Ebony Spleenwort Asplenium platyneuron 

Farkleberry, Sparkleberry Vaccinium arboreum 

Flowering Dogwood Cornus florida 

Forked Bluecurls Trichostema dichotomum 

Greater Tickseed Coreopsis major 

Hairy Leafcup Smallanthus uvedalius 

Hairy Skullcap Scutellaria elliptica 

Hoary Tick-Trefoil Desmodium canescens 

Hop Sedge Carex lupulina 

Hophornbeam, Ironwood Ostrya virginiana 
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Intermediate Lespedeza Lespedeza intermedia 

Japanese Honeysuckle Lonicera japonica 

Jewelweed Impatiens capensis 

Lateflowering Thoroughwort Eupatorium serotinum 

Loblolly Pine Pinus taeda 

Maryland Goldenaster Chrysopsis mariana 

Maryland Senna Senna marilandica 

Mockernut Hickory Carya tomentosa 

Multiflora Rose Rosa multiflora 

Muscadine Grape Vitis rotundifolia 

Narrowleaf or English Plantain Plantago lanceolata 

Narrow-Leaved Cat-Tail Typha angustifolia 

Nepalese Browntop Microstegium vimineum 

Northern Gayfeather or Blazing Star Liatris scariosa 

Northern Hackberry Celtis occidentalis 

Northern Maidenhair Adiantum pedatum 

Northern Red Oak Quercus rubra 

Pale Indian Plantain Arnoglossum atriplicifolium 

Palmate-Leaved Violet Viola palmata 

Path Rush Juncus tenuis 

Paulownia, Princess Tree, Empress 
Tree Paulownia tomentosa 

Pignut Hickory Carya glabra 

Pink Azalea, Pinxterbloom Rhododendron periclymenoides 

Pink Fuzzy-Bean Strophostyles umbellata 

Poison Ivy Toxicodendron radicans 

Poorjoe Diodia teres 

Poverty Oat-Grass Danthonia spicata 

Prostrate Tick-Trefoil Desmodium rotundifolium 

Purpletop Tridens Tridens flavus 

Red Clover Trifolium pratense 

Red Maple Acer rubrum 

Rough-Leaved Goldenrod Solidago patula 

Roundleaf Thoroughwort Eupatorium rotundifolium 

Sassafras Sassafras albidum 

Scrub or Virginia Pine Pinus virginiana 

Sea-Myrtle Baccharis halimifolia 

Seedbox Ludwigia alternifolia 

Sensitive Fern Onoclea sensibilis 

Short’s Aster Symphyotrichum shortii 

Shortleaf Pine Pinus echinata 

Silktree, Mimosa Albizia julibrissin 

Silver Plume-Grass Saccharum alopecuroides 

Slender Woodoats Chasmanthium laxum 

Slim-Spiked Threeawn Aristida longespica 

Slippery or Red Elm Ulmus rubra 

Small’s Ragwort Packera anonyma 

Smooth White Aster Symphyotrichum racemosum 

Sourwood Oxydendrum arboreum 

Southern Lady Fern Athyrium filix-femina 

Southern or Broad Beech Fern Phegopteris hexagonoptera 

Southern Prairie Aster Eurybia hemispherica 

Southern Red Oak Quercus falcata 

Southern Shorthusk Brachyelytrum erectum 

Southern Sugar Maple Acer saccharum 

Sparselobe Grapefern Sceptridium biternatum 

Spicebush Lindera benzoin 

Spotted Joe Pye Weed Eutrochium maculatum 

St. Andrew’s Cross Hypericum stragulum 

Staghorn Sumac Rhus typhina 

Strawberry Bush Euonymus americanus 

Sugar Maple Acer saccharum 

Swamp Smartweed Persicaria hydropiperoides 



31 
 

Sweetgum Liquidambar styraciflua 

Sycamore Platanus occidentalis 

Tall Flat-Topped Aster Doellingeria umbellata 

Tapered-Leaved Panic-Grass Dichanthelium acuminatum 

Tree-of-Heaven Ailanthus altissima 

Virginia Creeper Parthenocissus quinquefolia 

Virginia Tephrosia Tephrosia virginiana 

Wavy-Leaved Aster Symphyotrichum undulatum 

White Clover Trifolium repens 

White Oak Quercus alba 

White or American Ash Fraxinus americana 

White or Silverleaf Poplar Populus alba 

White Vervain Verbena urticifolia 

Wild Hydrangea Hydrangea arborescens 

Wild Yam Dioscorea villosa 

Winged Elm Ulmus alata 

Winged Sumac Rhus copallinum 

Wingstem Verbesina alternifolia 

Woodland Sunflower Helianthus microcephalus 

Wool-Grass Scirpus cyperinus 

Wrinkle-Leaved or Rough-Stemmed 
Goldenrod Solidago rugosa 

Yellow Foxtail Setaria pumila 

 
Solidago arguta 

 

    Wildlife species observed by Chris Wilson during field visit to the Property 

Taxonomic Group Common Name Scientific Name 

Amphibian American Bullfrog Lithobates catesbeianus 

Amphibian Green Frog Lithobates clamitans 

Amphibian Southern Two-lined Salamander Eurycea cirrigera 

Bird American Crow Corvus brachyrhynchos 

Bird American Goldfinch Spinus tristis 

Bird American Robin Turdus migratorius 

Bird Carolina Chickadee Poecile carolinensis 

Bird Carolina Wren Thryothorus ludovicianus 

Bird Downy Woodpecker Picoides pubescens 

Bird Golden-crowned Kinglet Regulus satrapa 

Bird Hairy Woodpecker Picoides villosus 

Bird Northern Cardinal Cardinalis cardinalis 

Bird Pileated Woodpecker Dryocopus pileatus 

Bird Red-bellied Woodpecker Melanerpes carolinus 

Bird Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jamaicensis 

Bird Song Sparrow Melospiza melodia 

Bird Tufted Titmouse Baeolophus bicolor 

Bird White-throated Sparrow Zonotrichia albicollis 

Bird Yellow-bellied Sapsucker Sphyrapicus varius 

Bird Yellow-rumped Warbler Setophaga coronata 

Mammal American Beaver Castor canadensis 

Mammal Coyote Canis latrans 

Mammal White-tailed Deer Odocoileus virginianus 
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL REPORT 

 
TN DIVISION OF ARCHAEOLOGY LETTER ON ARCHAEOLOGY 

DATABASE 

 

 According to a November 9, 2016 email to Chris Wilson from Mark Norton, 

State Programs Archaeologist, there are no recorded archaeology sites within 

the ROAN CREEK HOLDINGS LLC conservation easement property 
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PHOTOGRAPHS OF CURRENT SITE CONDITIONS (Set 1 of 2) 
Christopher R. Wilson 

 

PHOTO POINT MAP 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 

ROAN CREEK HOLDINGS, LLC Conservation Property 

Taken by 

Christopher R. Wilson 
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PHOTOGRAPHS OF CURRENT SITE CONDITIONS (Set 2 of 2) 

Lloyd Raleigh 

PHOTO POINT MAP   
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PHOTOGRAPHS 

ROAN CREEK HOLDINGS, LLC Conservation Property 

Taken by 

Lloyd Raleigh 
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MAPS 

  

 

 Aerial Photograph with Boundaries 

 State Map 

 County Map 

 USGS Quadrangle Map 

 Wetlands, Streams, & Watersheds Map 

 Flood Map 

 Soils Map with Descriptions & Prime Agricultural Soils 

 Sub-surface Geology and Legend 

 Land Use Map 

 Sketch of Deed 

 House Site Drawing  

 Conservation Management Areas Map 

 Anthropogenic Features Map 

 Protected Areas & Ecoregional Portfolio Areas Map 

 TN State Wildlife Action Plan Map 

 Climate Resilience Map 

 Natural Communities Map 
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SKETCH OF DEED 
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HOUSE SITE DRAWING 

House Site  #1   35°45'43.91"N  87°53'51.11"W 

House Site  #2   35°45'25.95"N  87°53'37.41"W  
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DIRECTIONS TO PROPERTY 

 

Entrance at: 35.764095, -87.896826
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http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/
http://gapanalysis.usgs.gov/padus/
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 PREPARER QUALIFICATIONS AND CONTRIBUTIONS 

 

Christopher R. Wilson 

Contribution: Chris coordinated fieldwork and reporting and assembled the final BDR 

report according to a document template provided by the Trust. He inspected the 

property, assessed wildlife habitat and landscape-level conservation values, took 

photographs and produced a photo-graphic document, and gathered research as directed 

by the BDR template. Maps were created using a GIS shapefile of the property 
boundary provided by the Trust.  

Qualifications: Chris is owner/ principal of the company Conservation Ecology LLC, 

based in Hendersonville, NC. He holds a BS&A in Wildlife Ecology and Conservation 

Biology from the Evergreen State College in Olympia, WA, and an MSc in Biology 

from Appalachian State University in Boone, NC. He is a conservation scientist and 

wildlife ecologist and has held science and stewardship positions with Sweet Water 

Trust, Santa Lucia Conservancy, and North American Land Trust. He is author of the 

book Documenting and Protecting Biodiversity on Land Trust Projects published by the 

Land Trust Alliance. 

 

Meredith Clebsch 

Contribution: Meredith provided oversight of document development. 

Qualifications: Meredith's formal education includes a BS degree in Animal Science 

from Clemson University with minors in Horticulture and Wildlife Biology. She also 

completed a number of graduate and undergraduate level courses at the University of 

TN in botany, ecology, horticulture and wildlife biology. For 25 years she owned and 

operated a successful native plant nursery, which included consultation and design 

services involving considerable field work in plant identification and landscapes 

interpretation.  She has attended many field botany and ecology study classes and 

assisted in gathering and interpreting data for a number of projects associated with plant 

ecology.  

Much of Meredith’s recreational time is spent in outdoor recreation and pursuing nature 

study.  She has worked for Foothills Land Conservancy since 2007, and has been Land 

Director since 2010, preparing and overseeing development of baseline documentation 

reports, drafting conservation easements, and monitoring easement properties. At 

present this includes approximately 200 properties in 7 states totaling nearly 100,000 

acres.  She has attended the Land Trust Alliance national meeting and training sessions 

in 2007, 2008, 2013, 2014 and also annual regional land trust meetings. 
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Lloyd Raleigh 

Contribution: Lloyd inspected the property, conducted a botanical and natural 

community inventory and authored the associated reporting, created photo-

documentation, and contributed spatial data for natural community and photo-
documentation mapping. 

Qualifications: Lloyd is owner of the company Helia Environmental LLC, based in 

Asheville, NC. In 1996, Lloyd received his master’s degree in Forest Science (MFS) 

from the Yale School of Forestry and Environmental Studies with a focus in 

management planning and ecosystem management.  He graduated in 1994 from the 

University of South Carolina, where he received a BA and a BS in interdisciplinary 

studies combining physical and biological sciences with writing and socioeconomics.  

He is a botanist, natural community ecologist, and forester (NC Registered Forester 

#1711). 
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BDR EXHIBITS 

(Electronic versions saved as independent files) 

 

A. Conservation Easement  
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BDR EXHIBIT A  

CONSERVATION EASEMENT 

 

 

 









































































































Tennessee Property Assessment Data - Parcel Details Report - https://assessment.cot.tn.gov/

Perry (068)
Tax Year 2024 | Reappraisal 2021

Jan 1 Owner
ROAN CREEK HOLDINGS LLC
% MIKE MATHIS
145 JOHN DAVENPORT DRIVE NW
ROME GA 30165

Current Owner
145 JOHN DAVENPORT DRIVE NW
ROME GA 30165

ROAN CREEK RD
Ctrl Map:
027

Group: Parcel:
001.01

PI: SI:
000

Value Information
Land Market Value: $1,456,400
Improvement Value: $0
Total Market Appraisal: $1,456,400

Land Use Value: $579,000
Improvement Value: $0
Total Use Appraisal: $579,000
Assessment Percentage: 25%
Assessment: $144,750

Additional Information
FOOTHILLS LAND CONSERVANCY
General Information
Class: 12 - Forest
City #:
Special Service District 1: 000
District: 02
Number of Buildings: 0
Utilities - Water/Sewer: 12 - NONE / NONE
Utilities - Gas/Gas Type: 00 - NONE

City:
Special Service District 2: 000
Neighborhood: Z01
Number of Mobile Homes: 0
Utilities - Electricity: 00 - NONE
Zoning:

Outbuildings & Yard Items
Building # Type Description Units

Sale Information
Long Sale Information list on subsequent pages

Land Information
Deed Acres: 0 Calculated Acres: 1500 Total Land Units: 1500

Land Code Soil Class Units

62 - WOODLAND 2 P 1443.00

54 - PASTURE P 57.00

https://assessment.cot.tn.gov/


Sale Information
Sale Date Price Book Page Vacant/Improved Type Instrument Qualification

12/28/2016 $0 D23 934 - -

12/8/2016 $0 D23 629 QC - QUITCLAIM DEED -

8/10/2006 $0 D2 500 - -

4/4/2006 $0 D1 695 - -

4/4/2006 $1,793,682 D1 666 V - VACANT WD - WARRANTY DEED L - LIMITED

6/30/2004 $0 X27 463 - -



Tennessee Property Assessment Data - Parcel Details Report - https://assessment.cot.tn.gov/

Perry (068)
Tax Year 2024 | Reappraisal 2021

Jan 1 Owner
ROAN CREEK HOLDINGS LLC
% MIKE MATHIS
145 JOHN DAVENPORT DRIVE NW
ROME GA 30165

Current Owner
145 JOHN DAVENPORT DRIVE NW
ROME GA 30165

ROAN CREEK RD
Ctrl Map:
027

Group: Parcel:
001.01

PI: SI:
001

Value Information
Land Market Value: $33,500
Improvement Value: $0
Total Market Appraisal: $33,500
Assessment Percentage: 25%
Assessment: $8,375
Additional Information
FOOTHILLS LAND CONSERVANCY
General Information
Class: 10 - Farm
City #:
Special Service District 1: 000
District: 02
Number of Buildings: 0
Utilities - Water/Sewer: 12 - NONE / NONE
Utilities - Gas/Gas Type: 00 - NONE

City:
Special Service District 2: 000
Neighborhood: Z01
Number of Mobile Homes: 0
Utilities - Electricity: 00 - NONE
Zoning:

Outbuildings & Yard Items
Building # Type Description Units

Sale Information
Long Sale Information list on subsequent pages

Land Information
Deed Acres: 0 Calculated Acres: 30.62 Total Land Units: 30.62

Land Code Soil Class Units

62 - WOODLAND 2 P 30.62

https://assessment.cot.tn.gov/


Sale Information
Sale Date Price Book Page Vacant/Improved Type Instrument Qualification

12/28/2016 $0 D23 934 - -

12/8/2016 $0 D23 629 QC - QUITCLAIM DEED -

4/4/2006 $0 D1 666 - -
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